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YOURS when 
you enroll 











2 PERSONAL GUIDANCE 


BY A CHRISTIAN FACULTY 


Its teaching staff consists of scholarly 
Christian men and women whose twofold 
aim is to transmit successfully their own 
knowledge to their students and to give 


them the individual attention they need 
—e for a successful career. 














For complete information 
regarding courses and costs 
address your correspond- 
ence to 
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“Never surpassed, 
it can never 


be superseded” 


MATTHEW 
HEVRY’S 
COMMENTARY 


on the whole Bible 




















This vast store of inspiration, help, interpretation, ideas and sermons has 
stood unique for over 200 years as the definitive commentary on every book 
of the Bible. No preacher, Bible student or Christian worker can feel truly 
satisfied until he owns a set of this timeless classic. 


The importance of Matthew Henry’s Commentary was well expressed by 
W. Graham Scroggie, who said, “There is nothing in our language to equal 
Matthew Henry.” 


Read what others have said: 
DR. WILBUR M. SMITH 
“Everyone acknowledges that the greatest devotional commentary 
ever written...the work that undoubtedly has exercised more 
influence over ministers ...is the one written over 200 years ago 
by Matthew Henry...” 
CHARLES H. SPURGEON 
“Every minister should read it through at least once. He will 
acquire a vast store of sermons, and thoughts will swarm around 
him like twittering swallows around an old gable.” 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
“It is clearness itself... valuable for all pastors, Sunday School 
teachers, and other Christian workers ...could find nothing to 
equal it...a monumental work.” 


THIS NEW EDITION 


@ Containing Matthew Henry’s life story. 
@ Handsomely reprinted from brand new plates. 
@ Bound in sturdy, washable DuPont “Fabricoid”. 


A lifetime edition of an ageless classic 
Six volumes, boxed $24.50 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 
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plan that’s 


COMPLETE 


Toh dal-Meleltamelcticll 


this summer with a well-planned 
vacation Bible school 


Tomake runninga DVBS easy, we offer 
you this thrilling, informative expe- 
dition guidebook ““CONQUEST”. . . 
free' 
It's chock-full of proven ideas and 
valuable information that will be of 
tremendous help to DVBS teachers 
and directors. It’s new, it's large in 
size (8" x 11”), it’s complete. Every- 
thing for DVBS planning is included... 
complete 1953 A//-Bible Lesson preview 
.-handwork...themes...visual aids 
worship program. howrorecruit teach- 
ers...closing program...and MORE. 


In every way this book will help you 
in the conquest of souls for Christ 
through DVBS. 


TODAY 


SEND 


Conquest Contains Complete 
1953 Preview of Famous - - - 


CLIP AND 





yes ! Please rush to me a FREE copy of 
“conquest,”’ teachers’ and direc- 
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tors’ guidebook for DVBS °53. 
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at your 
favorite 
dealer or 
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2 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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ALL-BIBLE VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 























THE SHIELD OF FAITH : 
The fifteen gift Bibles which you mailed 
us reached us in good condition some time 


ago. We regret that extensive itineration 
has made such absence from the station 
necessary that this is the first opportunity 
we have found to express our gratitude 
for this help. 

The Bibles arrived at a good time for me 
to use them when I go to teach for two 
months in the Mission Theological Semi- 
nary. The Lord has given me just such 
an opportunity with each class in recent 
years, and, giving them a knowledge of 
how to use the Scofield Bible has made 
their ministry more purposeful and has 
strengthened their faith by more complete 
knowledge of the Word. Especially is a 
knowledge of Satanology of preeminent 
necessity, for we are living constantly in 
the midst of repeated outbreaks of demonic 
power. 

Just the other day at a called meeting of 
Presbytery where a heinous sin was to be 
judged, as three of the African pastors 
were about to enter the church, a sorcerer 
suddenly appeared and began to circle 
around them—putting a curse of death 
upon them. 

The African pastors who were thus at- 
tacked were furious, not only to think that 
a sorcerer should be employed against them 
by those who were resolved to block 
Presbytery against the offender to be 
judged, but that an attempt to intimidate 


them should thus be carried out right in , 


front of the church before the meeting of 
Presbytery began. 

Such an experience is a fiery dart cast 
yuthlessly by the Wicked One which only 
the shield of faith (in the Scriptures and 
in the Risen Lord) can quench. Had these 
men not been given full confidence in the 
Word, they might have been intimidated. 

This incident may not seem to relate 
itself very much to the twelve African 

(Continued on page 4) 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 


WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Caroline Ave., S.E. 

(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL IS 
PREACHED 








PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient downtown location 
Open the year around 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, Minister 
Internationally-known Bible Expositor, 
Radio Preacher and Author 
Editor, ETERNITY Magazine 





NEW YORK, N. Y. 





FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


79h and Broadway 
7th Avenue, local Subway to 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry in the heart of 
New York 
Morning Worship— 11 A.M. 
Evening Worship—7:30 P.M. 





ALLENTOWN, PA 





WHEN NEAR ALLENTOWN 
VISIT THE NEW UNUSUAL BIBLE CENTER 
THE EVANGEL FELLOWSHIP, Inc. 
513-527 N. Saint Lucas Street 
ALLENTOWN, PA. N. M. Cressman, Pastor 
S.S. 9:30 Morning Worship 10:30 
Always presenting Christ 7:30 P.M. 
THE FIRST CENTURY MESSAGE IN A 
TWENTIETH CENTURY SETTING! 





ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 








THE CHELSEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9 South Chelsea Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. 
CHARLES N. PICKELL, Pastor 


Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. 
Prayer Meeting Wednesdays 8:00 P.M. 


In all things exalting Christ. 
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Write for your free copy of our 
1953 catalog, the finest of Chris- 

tian books, Bibles, Scripture Greeting cards and 

stationery. Super recordings, children’s books, all 

Dr. John R. Rice’s books. No obligation. Postcard 

brings it. 

SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
Dept. EY4C, Wheaton, Ill. 








COULSON SHEPHERD, 


(Founded 1937) 


Director ° 
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SOWING GODS WORD 
IN ISRAEL TODAY 


HUNGER OF JEWS FOR SCRIPTURES—A MODERN MIRACLE 


ULTITUDES of Jews in the land of Israel 

are eager to receive and to read the New 
Testament! It is a modern miracle! To satisfy 
this spiritual hunger in the Holy Land the Million 
Testaments Campaign is sending tens of thou- 
sands of New Testaments in Hebrew, Yiddish, 
Turkish, and twelve other languages for distribu- 
tion in Israel. 


Large numbers of Israeli 
schools are gladly accepting, 
for their young people, com- 
plete Hebrew Bibles containing 
both the Old and the New 
Testaments! Already the Mil- 
lion Testaments Campaign has 
placed 5,000 of these complete 
Hebrew Bibles in the schools of 
Israel. But the demand is so 
great that another 5,000 copies 
have been ordered. This is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvel- 
ous in our eyes! 


The Campaign is also pub- 
lishing 100,000 beautiful, 
bi-lingual Hebrew-English 
Scripture booklets for wide 
distribution in Israel. These 
booklets, of 160 pages each, 
contain the Gospel of Matthew 
in both languages, Isaiah 53, 
and other Old and New Testa- 
ment portions. The booklets 


and shipped directly to Israel. 


The opportunity is so great, 
and the need is so urgent, that, 
as this announcement is prepared, Mr. and Mrs. 
George T. B. Davis are going shortly to Israel to 
cooperate with the missionaries in spreading the 
Word of God among the Jews as rapidly as pos- 
sible. But if the work is to be most effective in the 
salvation of Jewish souls, it must be backed up 
by a mighty volume of earnest, believing prayer. 


Your prayers are needed! And by your earnest 
intercession you will have a very real and blessed 
share in the work. Will you enlist as a prayer 
partner, to pray for Mr. and Mrs. Davis, and for 
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. SOWING THE SEED IN ISRAEL 
are being printed in England = wii you help in spreading God’s Word _ of God in Israel, and in helping 


the missionaries, day by day; and please pray that 
nothing will prevent the continued spreading of 
the Word of God in Israel. 


Large sums are needed to purchase the booklets, 
New Testaments and Bibles, to spread them 
throughout Israel. Ask the Lord to show you what 
you should give and send it as soon as possible. 
The Lord will bless and reward you! 


A free copy of a 24-page 
booklet, “How I Found the 
Messiah,” will be sent, for a 
time, free of cost to each one 
who sends a donation for pro- 
viding Scriptures for these 
perishing Jews. The booklet 
gives the life story of an ortho- 
dox Jew, who was born in Old 
Jerusalem on Christmas Day, 
and was saved by reading a 
Hebrew New Testament. 


Fill in the coupon below, and 
mail it quickly with your gift; 
and ask for a copy of this book- 
let. Our treasurer will acknow- 
ledge your gift and a copy of 
the booklet will be sent to you. 
along with a Prayer Card with 
definite suggestions for inter- 
cession. By your prayers and 
your gifts you will be having a 
real and blessed share in sow- 
ing the good seed of the Word 


in Israel, to lead Jewish souls into the to reap a glorious harvest of 
glorious light of the Gospel? 


Jewish souls for Christ. 


MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS, INC. E.T. 
George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary, | 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. | 


DEAR SIRS: 


} 

I 

| 

| 

| Enclosed find $.....-..c0meom rovide God’s Word | 
for Jews in Israel, to help in Fe ing them to Christ. | 
| 

I 

J 


Please send me a free copy of the 24-page booklet 
“How I Found the Messiah.” [] Mark X here. | 


Name 





Street & No 





City & State 


| 
I 
L, exn cum couse eames omniscient aes man NED 
3 

















William A. Mierop 
President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 
Speaking Engagements 

@ March 1 through 5—Llondon, Eng- 
land; March 6—Paris, France; March 7 
—Tunis, Tunisia, North Africa (visiting 
mission station of the North Africa 
Mission); March 28 through May 2— 
Cairo, Egypt. 











BOX 2000 
(Continued from page 2) 
candidates I expect soon to be teaching, 
but until by the Word their fear of demons 
is shattered they will hardly become “good 
ministers of Jesus Christ.” We trust that 
you shall be able to express to those who 
made these Bibles available how much we 
appreciate receiving them. LPM 


Cameron, West Africa 


REPORT OF GERMAN BIBLE COLLECTION 

Bible Collection Established on 
December 17, 1949 

Bibles and Biblical Books received 
SS ae 2,700 
Report ON CorporaAL GeorGE J. RENNIE 

(Request was published in Eternity and 

was referred to this Bible Collection for 

needed supply) 
Bibles shipped to Corporal Rennie 651 
Volumes shipped to Corporal Ren- 


SN: SUCRRNOOE one 0. ascicniss ccs 45 
ET Go crtainn cadececad ie 696 
Cost of Shipments to Corporal 
Rennie and successor .......... $42.80 
Amount contributed by Eternity 
IR ici neds iainin ten eae gees $35.00 


Wooster, Ohio D. M. CHIDESTER 


DEEP INTO THE WORD 


W.R. NEWELL 


en beloved expositor 


“STUDIES IN THE 
PENTATEUCH” 


























You will take an active part in 
lively classroom discussions . . . 
spend hours developing your mu- 
sical talents under the guidance 
of top notch instructors. 


travel by bus from our beautiful 


New York City—to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of the world’s greatest 
metropolis. 


The Happiest days of your LIFE 
are waiting for you at Northeastern 


The moment you set foot on campus, you'll be caught up in 
the warm atmosphere of enthusiasm and friendliness that makes 
life at NORTHEASTERN so stimulating. 


In just 45 minutes, you will ° 


13 acre campus to the heart of 








‘ 


You will form life-long friend- 
ships with other students and 
teachers. 

You'll find NORTHEASTERN 
a wonderful place to prepare for 
effective Christian service. Three- 
year course with major emphasis 
on Bible—Missions—Music. 

¢ For full information and 
illustrated folder, write: 
Charles W. Anderson, President 
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Easy-to-use 
Tape Playing Machine 


GREAT BIBLE 


Now, on an easy-to-use tape playing machine (which we will be 
glad to rent to you at low cost) you can listen to outstanding Bible 
teaching by yourself or with a group of friends. Rerun the message 
—or any part of it—as often as you wish, until you’ve extracted 


every thread of teaching from it. 


Yes, we have a low cost rental plan so that as many people as 
possible may come under the powerful and personal teaching of 
these men of God. Know what is the timing of God, and what lies 
ahead for the nations. These and many other subjects are made 
clear to you through the recorded Bible Studies. 


Write now for full information, or clip this coupon. 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 


Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson 


The Rev. Ralph L. Keiper 
and others 

















Pastors -Broad- 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. | 
pone: bao Flease send complete information about: 
cation, editing [Gj Bible Study Titles available to me. | 
and other serv- C] Rental. of tapes and machine. 
lees ore available 0 Portable Church Services for pastorless churches. | 
to you at low (0 Tape duplication, editing, etc. 
cost, using the | 
best professional NAME 
equipment in the (Please Print) | 
hands of a skilled 

I CITY ZONE STATE l 








Your Faithful Church Assistant 
REVERE TAPE RECORDER 





Ready at a finger's touch to add interest to your church 
services, committee meetings, and Bible classes! Quick to act 







as a musical accompanist or to record important sermons 
and reports. A helpful aid in rehearsing choir numbers, 
religious plays, Bible messages. The “voice” that cheers 
shut-ins with its recorded church services! 


Reproduces sound with real-life clarity; as simple to 

operate as a radio. Easily carried from room to room or 

church to church. Like a faithful church assistant—the 
Revere Tape Recorder unifies and improves church 


activities— “remembers” what you might forget! 


Model T-700— Revere “Balanced Tone’’» RECORDER. 
This new model brings you performance and quality 
heretofore obtainable only in costly professional broad- 
cast equipment. Exclusive Index Counter permits instant 
location of any part of recorded reel. Automatic “‘key- 
board” controls and many other outstanding features. 
: Complete with microphone, radio attachment cord, 2 
reels (one with tape) and carrying case, $225.00 


OTHER FAMOUS REVERE MODELS 





T-500— DeLuxe, 2 hour play.........--seeeeees $179.50 
i TR-600— DeLuxe, built-in radio...... waar banded $234.50 
T-100—Standard, 1-hour play..... nes bhens outes $169.50 
TR-200—Standard, built-in radio...... REPRE $224.50 





REVERE CAMERA COMPANY Revere TAPE RECORDER 


CHICAGO 16, ILLINOIS 














REVERE l6mm SOUND PROJECTOR 
Shows Religious Films at their best! 


Bright, clear screen image and finest ‘“Theater Tone” sound. For silent movies, 
too. Extremely simple to set up and operate. Slip-over case holds accessories, 
| doubles as a speaker. Complete unit weighs only 33 pounds......-.+++seeseeeee8 
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TRIP TO ALASKA WITH OUR 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 

Two years ago a number of the 
Erernity family and their friends 
traveled over seven thousand miles 
on a tour through our great West 
and Northwest. For three weeks a 
group of people who loved the Lord 
had a wonderful time not only in 
seeing the country but in the study 
of the Word of God. 

Each day as we traveled across 
the country our lounge car was 
turned into a large Bible class. The 
diner was turned into a chapel where 
the members of the tour gathered 
for the study of God’s Word. When 
we stopped at the various hotels 
along our route we closed each day 
with ‘‘family’’ devotions. The mem- 
bers of the party will never forget 
Dr. Barnhouse’s message of Christ 
our Rock, as he spoke to the group 
with the South Rim of the Grand 
Canyon for his pulpit. .And under 
the big trees in California, we heard 
of the greatest tree of all—Calvary. 

This coming summer ETERNITY is 
again sponsoring a tour, this time to 
Alaska. The trip will head west- 
ward from Chicago, leaving August 
6th, and will take its course through 
Canada, stopping at Banff and Lake 
Louise. We also shall visit some of 
the great places of interest in Brit- 
ish Columbia, stopping at Van- 
eouver. At Seattle, Washington, we 
shall take a boat for Alaska. A won- 
derful trip has been planned for us. 

Many friendships were established 
on the last tour. Each had been 
drawn to the other by the love of 
Christ. This summer the same ex- 
perience can be yours. Plan to make 
the tour with us. All information 
concerning the trip may be had by 
addressing me at 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

RaupH L. Kerrer 


THE EDITOR'S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 








Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 

@ April 1, 2, 3—Union Meetings, Mt. Airy, 
N. C.; April 5, 12, 19, 26—Tenth Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia, Penna.; April 
6, 13, 20, 27—New York Bible Class, St. 
Luke's Lutheran Church, New York, N. Y.; 
April 21, 22, 23, 24—Memphis, Tenn.; April 
28, 29, 30, May 1—Fremont, Mich. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 
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The Secret of 


FRUITFULNESS 


By E. M. BLAIKLOCK 


Professor of Classics, Auckland University College, New Zealand 


I always read the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of 
the Fourth Gospel with a sense of deep solemnity. In 
order to utter the words they contain the Lord post- 
poned His arrest. Chapter Fourteen closes with the 
words: “Arise let us go hence.” Chapter Eighteen re- 
cords the walk across the Cedron to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and to the arrest. 

Where in the meantime were the Master and His dis- 
ciples? It is a fair guess that they were in the Temple 
courtyard. Judas left the supper room in Chapter Thir- 
teen, and in Chapter Fourteen the Lord spoke of His 
Coming and bequeathed His peace. But Judas, He knew, 
was on the way. He had told him in His last words to 
the traitor to “act quickly.” And now, as though to 
gain time to strengthen His own for what was yet to 
be, He gave the order to rise, and abruptly left the 
place to which Judas was certain to come first. 

The opening words of Chapter Fifteen are strong 
evidence that He took His little company to the very 
stronghold of His enemies, and the last place, in con- 
sequence, where they would be likely to seek Him. 
Over the gate of Herod’s Temple was sculptured a great 
vine with gilded clusters of carven grapes six feet long. 
The city was asleep, and the Paschal moon was full and 
high. The men from Galilee had ever gazed with wonder 
on the Temple. “Look, Master, at these stones,” they 
had once said, and evoked a discourse on last things. 
Now they say: “Look, Master, at the vine. How glori- 
ously the moon shows its outline in glittering stone, 
and sharp shadow.” He replied: “I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the husbandman .. .”, and as ever, 
on the mountain where the lilies grew, or by the sea 
where fishers mended nets, He attached His discourse 
to reality, and spoke with earthly imagery of things 
sublime. 

How apt is the image here. In England I have seen 
the vine at Hampton Court. It grows in a long green- 
house, a gnarled, scarred stump, grey and roughened 
with the marks of two full centuries. But from it spring 
long rope-like branches, clean and youthful, and hung 
heavily with the purple clusters of luscious fruit. As I 
stood under the green leaves and looked at the famous 
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vine I thought of this chapter and its deep significance. 
I thought of “the Ancient of Days,” of One scarred and 
wounded, with visage more marred than that of any 
man, and of those who, thanks to the pulsing life of 
the mighty stem with which they live in union bear fruit 
and refreshing for the world in which they live. 

Two words dominate the Fifteenth Chapter of John’s 
Gospel. The first is “fruit.” Translating the figure of 
speech into the realities of Christian experience, what 
do we mean by it? Let it be said that fruitfulness in 
Christ is not measured by common standards, by busy 
“man-hours” expended in what we are pleased to call 
Christian service, by the number of offices held in this 
church organization or that, by the sum of money given 
or money gathered for the cause of Christ, even by the 
total of souls genuinely won for the Kingdom. The New 
Testament knows one fruit; and one only. It is that 
which, in its varied shape and hue is listed in the fifth 
chapter of the epistle to the Galatians. Here it is as 
Phillips’ translation has it: “love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, fidelity, adaptability and self- 
control.” I am not sure whether I like the translation 
of the eighth named. It is the quality of Matthew 11:29, 
and nearer to the spirit of Christ than mere “adapta- 
bility,” but on any showing, what a list it is! 

Consider now the imagery. Just as the flowing sap 
fills and swells the fruit, so the Holy Spirit, filling the 
surrendered life, restraining, inspiring, encouraging. 
rebuking, sharpening the’ faculties, molding character, 
strengthening the mind, forming the heart, and shaping 
the personality into the image of Him whose once it 
was, produces the only fruit which matters. How the 
fruitful Christian is employed, is God’s business, and 
God’s alone. The “results” are His alone. For us the 
course is clear: we must maintain unbroken the union 
with the vine, grow the fruit of sanctified character, 
and so please God in the only way we can. 

You will notice in the chapter before us the sugges- 
tion of increasing fruit; “fruit,” “much fruit,” “more 
fruit,” “abiding fruit” is the refrain. And such should be 
our preoccupation, to win to fuller and fuller victory, 
surely, if slowly, to uproot besetting sin, with quiet 
watchfulness and conformed will to cooperate with the 
beneficent and transforming Power within, and with 
each brief, passing year to grow more like Christ. The 
year’s statistics matter little. Love, joy, peace . . . these 
and their increase should be the challenge of our prayers. 


What God begins He finishes ' ry of 7 








There is one alternative only to fruitfulness, and 
that alternative is the fruit’s cessation. Looking across 
from the Temple Hill to where the glow in the sky 
reflected the glare of the fires of the Valley of Hinnom, 
and where no doubt the debris from the spring pruning 
on the Mount of Olives was burning, the Lord spoke 
of the dead branch, the dry and fruitless wood, and 
the rejection of uselessness. It was a sermon he had 
preached once before with grim and striking object 
lesson. 

He had come to a fig tree, green with the leaves of 
high promise, and found no fruit beneath their brave 
show. At His word of rebuke the fig tree withered. 
This was no act of petulance, but a demonstration of 
eternal truth. Fruit ceases before the leaves, but the 
process of death continues, and the leaves follow. How 
true in human experience. The sap dries, the character 
hardens, and ceases to produce the fruits of the Spirit, 
but profession goes on. The attitudes and habits of reli- 
gion continue, but respond no longer to an active love. 
Then they too pass away. 

There is a beautiful novel by Rene Bazin called La 
Terre Qui Meurt—The Dying Earth. It tells in poignant 
story the sad tale of the decay of the French country- 
side. In one chapter Bazin describes the sale of the 
old chateau. The new marquis is to live in Paris. The 
old home in which his forebears had lived among their 
farmers is deserted. Grass grows in the carriageways; 
the hedges sprawl; the once trim flower beds are choked 
with weeds; the spiders curtain the windows. Then in 
a final touch of pathos the author sums it up. On top 
of the tower is “the weathervane, rusted stiff, which 
marked a wind of yesterday.” There are people in 
church pews, yes, and in pulpits too, who are like 
Bazin’s weathervane. They point the way they point. 
no longer with reality, but rusted stiff by habit. 

The fruit may cease. And yet He has “so placed us 
that we should go and bring forth fruit.” So runs Verse 
Sixteen. “Ordained,” say the Authorized Version, under 
the spell of Jerome’s Latin. “Ordained,” in its root 
meaning, signifies no more than “put precisely in place.” 
It is used in Psalm Eight of the moon and the stars. 
With the accuracy of the Heavens, which His fingers 
have formed and ordered, the Lord has placed each one 
of us in the place of fruitfulness. Let us recall and 
bear most firmly in mind the true nature of the fruit. 
The verse does not speak of activity, and “Christian 
work.” God can do without our fussy endeavor. He 
wants the fruit of character, and isolation may be the 
sphere in which this child of His or that may best 
produce it. Let this be the faith and confidence we 
hold that, without exception, we are “placed” for the 
fulfillment of life’s chief spiritual obligation. 

The second word which forms the theme of this 
chapter is a verb, “abide.” How do we abide in Him? 
John is fond of the word. Here is Godet’s definition 
somewhat modified: “Abiding is that continuous act 
whereby we lay aside all that which we might derive 
from ourselves to draw all from Christ by faith.” There 
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is little one can add to those simple words. Grant the 
Holy Spirit such daily preeminence and the fruit will 
follow. 

Grant life such power in our spirit, and life will 
prevail. Paul means as much in his doctrine of “living 
unto Christ” and “reckoning oneself dead to sin.” Per- 
haps I can best illustrate my meaning thus. At the rear 
of my property grows a kauri tree. The kauri vies with 
the redwoods in size and longevity. They have been 
known to measure 24 feet through and to be 3000 years 
old. My largest kauri is a baby, some 300 years old 
and 11 feet round the base, a clean and beautiful tree. 
But all down one side, scarring some ten feet of the 
bole, is a furrow of rotten wood. I once dug out some 
shreds of the dead wood, and looking closely at them, 
decided they were not kauri. They were manuka, a 
much smaller tree, which grows in the first stages of 
a developing Kauri forest, and dies out as the great 
trees take over. 

I at once saw what had happened. A manuka once 
grew beside my kauri. A century ago their trunks 
touched. In the years when your great grandfathers 
watched Lee, and Grant, and Sherman, the blood of 
the kauri was flowing in white gum, and sealing the 
manuka to itself. Then with the passing decades the 
great tree sucked the life out of the smaller. Perhaps 
at the turn of the century the manuka died. The winter 
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AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE IN 
LONDON THE STORY WAS TOLD OF A WORKER WHO DISTRIBUTED 
TESTAMENTS AT A CIRCUS AMONG THE PERFORMERS. THERE WAS 
ONE YOUNG WOMAN WHO STATED THAT SHE DID NOT HAVE 
FAITH ENOUGH TO ACCEPT CHRIST. SHE WAS THE YOUNG WOMAN 
WHO EARNED HER LIVING BY BEING CARRIED AROUND THE CIRCUS 
RING WITH HER HEAD IN AN ELEPHANT’S MOUTH. WHAT IS THE 
MEANING OF THE WORD “ENOUGH”? 


ETERNITY 








Aah Me ane en, |) 


"~“ wwTwwe ie 


= wee TH we Nr ee 





The Pull of the Flesh 





The first of a series of studies by the Editor on 
the conflict in the Seventh Chapter of Romans. 


For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, 
sold under sin (Rom. 7:14). 

It was the coming of the law that awakened Paul to 
the knowledge of sin and aroused all of the latent hatred 
of his unregenerate nature against true righteousness. 
Did that mean that the law was evil since it had such 
an evil effect? Far from it. The law is spiritual; it was 
Paul who was carnal, sold under sin. 

The law may be called spiritual for several reasons. 
First of all it is the law of the living God, and God is 
Spirit (John 4:24). Anything that truly proceeds from 
God must partake of the attributes of God. It is im- 
possible that the perfect God could have created any- 
thing that is not pure and holy and righteous. 

In passing we should point out an error which has 
been circulated as a commentary on these truths. There 
has arisen, in the Twentieth Century a great heresy 
which draws a false inference from the true premise 
which we have set forth. God is good, Mrs. Eddy has 
written, and it is evident that since God is good all that 
comes from Him must be good. Secondly, God created 
all things, says Mrs. Eddy. Again this is truth. And from 
these two truths a false inference is drawn that all 
things are, therefore, necessarily good, holy, and spirit- 
ual, and that any thought that is otherwise than this is 
an “error of mortal mind.” What the followers of this 
idea fail to see is that though God is good, and God 
created all things, He gave to Lucifer the right of free 
will, and Lucifer lifted this free will against God who 
thereupon introduced all of the laws of perfect judg- 
ment. We live in a world that was perfectly good, and, 
through the judgment of God upon the introduction of 
a second will, became perfectly cursed. Therefore all 
things material in the universe are in a state of decom- 
position, decay, erosion, etc., and all things moral have 
been perverted and depraved by the fallen spirits which 
took their stand against God. This sets the stage for 
another intervention of the perfect God, giving His 
pexfect spiritual law, perfectly condemning sin, and pro- 
viding the framework for a perfect redemption in Jesus 
Christ, thus perfectly illustrating all of the perfections 
of God. 
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Newell, who is a very good commentator and a faith- 
ful man, makes the mistake of saying that the law is 
spiritual because it is addressed to “the spirit of man 
that is in him” (1 Cor. 2:11), but a reading of the whole 
verse will show that the spirit of man is:capable of 
understanding only the things of man, while “no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God.” The law of God is addresed to man, but by its 
very presence it shows that man is incapable of receiv- 
ing it, understanding it or practicing it. It is only by 
the revelation of God through His Spirit that we can 
know the things that are freely given us of God. The law 
may be considered spiritual, then, in the sense that only 
a man in whom the Spirit of God has been planted can 
have any true knowledge, at all, of the divine law. 

Paul then contrasts himself with the law and says, 
“T am carnal, sold under sin.” In order for us to under- 
stand what he means by this it is necessary for us to 
look through the Scriptures and put together all of the 
words that are used to describe the nature of man. 
When God created man He formed his body out of the 
dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath (ruach) of life and man became a living soul 
(nephesh) (Gen. 2:7). The Greek words used to de- 
scribe the nature of man are several, and the com- 
parison of them can bring us to the realization of what 
we are, and how we may function properly before the 
Lord. According to the verse in Genesis, using the New 
Testament words for these parallel things, I have a body 
(soma), I have a spirit (pneuma), but I am a soul 
(psuche). This was the state of Adam before the fall. 
When sin entered the spirit fell into the soul as the 
third story of a bombed building might fall into the 
second story. From that moment man was totally in- 
capable of thinking spiritually. There have been some 
theologians who have been confused by the seeming 
parallelism of what the Bible teaches about the soul and 
the spirit. They proclaim what is known as dichotomy, 
teaching that man has a body and one other part of his 
being called either soul or spirit. But we read in He- 
brews 4:12 that by the Word of God we can pierce even 
to the division of soul and spirit. If they may be divided, 
they are not the same. In the unregenerate man the soul 
and spirit are so merged that there is no practical dif- 
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ference. Man thinks spiritually with his soul, and so he 
thinks wrong on all spiritual matters. 

Unfortunately there is no adjective in the English 
language for the noun “soul.” For the body we have the 
adjective “bodily”; for the spirit we have the adjective 
“spiritual.” There is no adjective for soul, so we shall 
adopt the word “soulish” in order better to understand 
some Scriptures. The Greek tells us that “the soulish 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). The King James has translated this 
“the natural man,” while the Revised Standard Version 
says, “the unspiritual man.” It would have been far 
better if they had had the courage to create a new word 
and tell us, indeed, that the soulish man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God. 

Now when a man is born again he is born of the 
Spirit (John 3:6). What he receives in the new birth 
is a new spirit. He becomes a partaker of the divine 
nature (2 Pet. 1:4). The Christian, therefore, is different 
from the unregenerate man. The latter has a body that 
is a decaying, dying thing, and that body upholds a 
nature that is soul and spirit mixed together in a fallen 
state. The believer likewise has a body that is a decay- 
ing, dying thing, upholding a soul that is of the nature 
of Adam, but the believer also has a new spirit, which 
is a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). In the Christian life 
there is a continuing struggle between the new, created 
spirit within the believer and the old nature of Adam 
which continues within us. This is described in Gala- 
tians, “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the 
other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would” 
(Gal. 5:17). The RSV has translated this, “The desires 
of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the 
Spirit are against the flesh; for these are opposed to 
each other, to prevent you from doing what you would.” 
Both of these translations print the word Spirit with a 
capital letter, thus indicating that the translators believe 
that this refers to the Holy Spirit, but I am inclined to 
believe that it would be better to use the lower case and 
show that the newly created spirit which has been given 
to us in our regeneration is indeed a divine power within 
us, but a personality distinct from the Holy Spirit, and 
té which the Holy Spirit bears witness (Rom. 8:16). 

Now when the Word of God speaks of the unregen- 
erate man it calls him the “soulish” man, the man dom- 
inated by the old Adam. But when it speaks of the 
Adamic nature within a man who has received the new 
spirit in regeneration it calls him by a different name, 
the “carnal” man. It is this word which Paul uses in 
our text to describe himself. “The law is spiritual, but 
I am carnal, sold under sin.” The adjective does not 
come from the word for the body (soma). A new word 
is introduced, the adjective that is derived from the 
noun “flesh” (sarx). A careful study of all the passages 
in the New Testament in which this noun and its ad- 
jective are used will show at once that the word is not 
used at all in the sense of the “meat” that is on the 
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body, but that it has to do with the inner nature of the 
fallen Adam that remains within us after we are saved, 
and all its reactions against the new life which has been 
created within us to oppose it. 

In English we have two words for many things be- 
cause of the fact that William the Conqueror brought 
French to the shores of England where it was in com- 
petition with the Anglo-Saxon until the two languages 
fused to form English. In many instances we have 
adopted both the Anglo-Saxon and the French words. 
That is the case here. The word “flesh” is from the 
Germanic background of our language and the word 
“carnal” is straight from the Latin. They could be used 
interchangeably throughout the Bible. 

Paul, then, states that he is carnal. It is in the present 
tense, “I am carnal.” He is not describing his condition 
in his unregenerate state; if he had been he would have 
said, “ I was soulish.” It was after he had been born 
again that he was forced to say, “I am carnal.” There 
have been commentators who have tried to protect 
Paul and make him better or other than he knew him- 
self to be. Darby has written, “Romans seven is not the 
present experience of any one, but a delivered person 
describing the state of an undelivered one. A man in a 
morass does not quietly describe how a man sinks into 
it, because he fears to sink and stay there. The end of 
Romans seven is a man out of the morass showing in 
peace the principle and manner in which one sinks in it.” 


(Continued on page 45) 
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Driving up the hill from Oceanside to Vista, California, | saw a 
sign at the entrance to the latter town, “Population, 1,7500.” 
A quick check showed me that some very junior member of 
the local Chamber of Commerce had added a zero, and my 
mind whittled the town down to its true size. 


A few moments later, in the pastor's study at the Community 
Church, the deacons prayed before the morning service. The 
first man to pray was a young convert, and he was certainly 
talking to the Lord and not to men. In his prayer he said, 
“Lord we thank Thee for our guest speaker, and for his 
reputation; but let us remember that no matter how big men 
are they still need Thee.” My mind immediately remembered 
the roadside sign, and | realized that this man was rubbing 
out any zeros that | or men might have added. If we are ever 
to be used of God, we must always be whittled down fo size. 
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By MORGAN DENHAM 





Here is a young Christian’s question—“What Christian 
virtue ought I to cultivate first, in order that I may 
build the very best kind of Christian character? What 
is the most important thing to begin with?” 

We will take it for granted that the statement made 
by the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 13 is kept in mind; 
but the “love” of which he speaks there is not so much 
the foundation of the building, or indeed any one part 
of it; it is the master-plan to which everything must 
conform. In another sense it is the very top stone of all, 
the crowning achievement of the Spirit of God in- 
dwelling a human personality. 

What then should we answer? What is the “founda- 
tion-virtue” on which a worthy Christian life can be 
built? 

Faith surely has a strong claim to be the answer; 
without faith it is impossible to please God, and without 
strong faith it is obviously impossible to achieve any- 
thing worth while for God. The Lord Jesus Himself put 
great emphasis on the need for it. We all admire the 
great men of God of every age who have committed 
their affairs to God in the stark absoluteness of sheer 
faith, and who have lived as demonstrations that God 
lives, and God cares. Yes; this is tremendously 
important. 

Perseverance would claim to be a rival, however. 
There is no need to speak of the many disappointments 
which occur in the experience of every Christian worker 
through young people who do not stay the course. With 
a bright testimony and an apparently true experience of 
Christ, they set off on the pilgrim way. But gradually 
the zest of God begins to disappear, the early enthu- 
siasm fades, and somehow the life so full of promise 
becomes just another spiritual “casualty”—a shame, not 
only to the person concerned, but also to the cause with 
which he or she was associated. Young Timothy seems 
to have been suffering from something of this sort when 
Paul wrote him that glorious second epistle; it is inter- 
esting to read carefully through the first chapter and 


pick out the passages that hint at Timothy’s faint-heart- 
edness. “Stir up the gift of God . . .” says Paul; “Don’t 
give in when things are hard: keep at it, persevere!” 

Boldness, or courage, must also be considered. The 
non-witnessing Christian is a living contradiction; the 
man or woman who has truly received God’s gift of 
everlasting life cannot selfishly keep the treasure a 
secret. Just as the magnetized steel in a compass needle 
cannot help indicating magnetic north, so the converted 
Christian cannot help “pointing off’ to the Heavenly 
Lord who has become the center of devotion and 
ambition. 

Diligence is another very desirable virtue—and one 
that seems nowadays to be more needed than ever. No 
Christian can make the best of the gifts which God has 
given him unless he is prepared to use his time and 
energy to the full. William Carey did not master Hebrew 
and Greek by accident; he propped the grammar up in 
front of him on his workbench; while many another 
would have been content to get on with his cobbling, 
Carey went the “extra mile” of diligence, and so pre- 
pared himself for the day when he would become India’s 
first great Bible translator. 

Faith, perseverance, boldness, diligence—the list is al- 
ready growing formidably; and we have yet to consider 
other rival claimants—patience, self-control, sympathy, 
cheerfulness, constancy, prayerfulness, and so on! Inci- 
dentally the drawing up of-such a list is itself a fruitful 
spiritual exercise, as we check up on our own lives 
point by point. But is it possible to distinguish between 
them? Can we say that one is basic to all the rest? 

There is one virtue which has not so far been named 
in this artiele, and which many would consider just that 
—the essential spiritual “catalyst,” by the operation of 
which the varied gifts of the Holy Spirit are set free in 
the individual life; it is humility. 

Without humility in our relationships with other 
people, other virtues will tend to turn sour; our courage 
will become aggressiveness or thoughtlessness, and tact- 
less intrusion upon other people’s proper rights. With- 
out humility our diligence will make us scornful of 
others, and will become all too easily corrupted into a 
domineering spirit that brusquely pushes aside the well- 
meaning inefficiencies.of others, and assumes that. we 
are the only competent people. Without humility, our 

(Continued on page 39) 
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EDITORIALS 


He Is Risen 


The Truth That Would Make Men Free 


RESURRECTION 

The principle of life out of death 
is the central principle of the Word 
of God. That our Lord is life, and 
that He alone has the power of 
bringing life out of death is the 
basis of the Christian faith and of 
our personal salvation. 

When God cursed the original 
creation because of Lucifer’s sin, 
the Devil was totally unable to do 
anything with it, and it lay for ages, 
without form and void, until God, 
by His Word of resurrection said, 
‘*Let there be light!’’ (Gen. 1:4). 

When God pronounced that the 
seed of the woman would bruise the 
serpent’s heel, it was Adam’s faith 
in the power of God to bring life out 
of death which caused the Lord to 
cover the believing pair in coats of 
skins (Gen. 3:15, 20, 21). 

When the Lord was going to 
judge the earth in the deluge, Noah 
believed that God could sustain life 
in the midst of death, and entered 
the ark, the symbol of that power, 
in order that he might be carried 
from the judged creation to the new 
creation. 

When Abraham was a hundred 
years old, he came to close grips 
with the God who gives life to the 
dead, and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. He looked 
not at his own body, now dead, 
neither at the deadness of Sarah’s 
womb, but was strong in faith, giv- 
ing glory to God, being fully per- 
suaded that what God had promised 
He was able to perform (Rom. 
4:19-21). 

Our God, by this same principle 
of life out of death, brought forth 
the sinless Saviour from the womb 
of the sinful Mary. It is interesting 
to note that a Roman Catholic Pope 
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Dignity In Honest Toil 
The Need for Compassion 


pointed this out long before the 
modern days of the heresies of 
Mary’s impeccability and quasi- 
divinity. Pope Innocent III (A.D. 
1199) says: ‘‘Mary was produced in 
sin, but she brought forth without 
sin.’’ 

We celebrate at this time of the 
year the central illustration of this 
divine fact, as we remember that 
God declared Jesus Christ to be the 
Son of God, with authority and 
power by His resurrection from the 
dead (Rom. 1:4). 

Our own salvation is the belief 
that God can implant divine life 
into the midst of the death of our 
fallen Adamic nature, making us 
partakers of the divine nature. 

It is our triumph that we believe 
that God is able to give resurrection 
life for us to live at the present 
time, knowing Him in the power of 
His resurrection (Phil. 3:10). 

It is our hope that the graves will 
open and the bodies of our loved 
ones will rise from the dead at the 
return of our Lord (1 Thess. 4:13- 
18). 

It is the political hope of this 
world that the Lord Himself shall 
come to bring peace in the midst of 
a world of men of ill will. Only His 
life can bring peace and justice to 
the nations of the world today. 

And when the last judgment has 
been completed the Lord will speak 
the Word that will end the existence 
of our universe, which will roll up 
like a scroll, and He will speak the 
Word that will bring the new 
Heavens and earth in which there 
will be His resurrection righteous- 
ness forever. 

HE IS RISEN. There is the 
guarantee of all the divine program 
of life. 


THE FATE OF LIBERTY 

One of the most important pre- 
occupations of contemporary schol- 
arship is the history of political 
ideas, and it has lately yielded some 
discoveries which have a direct and 
even urgent bearing on practical 
affairs. With that thought the edi- 
torial writer of the London Times in- 
troduces a discussion which indi- 
eates that many modern thinkers 
are coming to the conclusion that the 
chaos of our times is the result of 
the unbelief of previous centuries. 
‘‘There seems now to be a wide 
measure of learned agreement,’’ says 
the Times, ‘‘with the view that those 
political philosophies which have 
done so much to enslave the world 
in the present century took shape 
during the great intellectual fer- 
ment that immediately preceded and 
followed the French Revolution.’’ 

That ferment, of course, came out 
of the minds of Voltaire, Rousseau 
and the Encyclopedists. Basically 
the ery of these men was a united 
ery against Christ, ‘‘We will not 
have this man to reign over us.”’ 
The ideologies of the French Revo- 
lution centered in a desire for a lib- 
erty so complete that no restraints 
should be put upon man’s will what- 
soever. That twentieth century tyr- 
anny has come from eighteenth 
century passion for unlimited liberty 
is a paradox. But, says the Times, 
‘The proposition comes as a shock 
to laymen brought up in the tradi- 
tions of liberalism, and it is one of 
those healthy shocks against which 
the public ought not to be protect- 
ed.”’ 

That is true. But the only way to 
get the truth over to the public is 
to put it in the forceful words of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. ‘‘If ye continue 
in my word, then are ye my disciples 
indeed ; and ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free”’ 
(John 8:31, 32). Men refuse to ac- 
cept the facts, but they are evident 
in history and even more evident in 
the revealed Word. The very pur- 
pose of history is to demonstrate that 
there is no good in man that can 
satisfy God. Man must be brought, 
individually, to the place where he 
recognizes his own unfitness—his sin, 
the Bible calls it—and returns to 
God through Jesus Christ to declare 
his utter dependence upon Him. 
Since individuals will not do this in 
any great numbers, the nations must 
go on to the doom of the judgment 
that must follow trust in humanity. 
They go to that doom, troubled by 
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the fermenting ideas of the few 
Christians who speak out the truth 
that would make men free, but they 
will not come to Christ that they 
might have life (John 5:40). It is 
only the truth that is in Christ that 
can make men free. 


WORK 


It may well be that the historians 
of the future will find catastrophe 
in our national life and that philoso- 
phers will trace it back to our day 
and to the fact that the Unions se- 
cured shorter hours for the masses 
of our workers. A man’s attitude 
toward work will make up a good 
percentage of his health, for his 
mental outlook on all of life will be 
conditioned by it. 

On the other side of the Iron Cur- 
tain the idea of work has been pro- 
moted to the status of a god, an idol. 
The leaders call people to work. The 
popular songs concern the glory of 
work. The national heroes are those 
who produce the most materials as 
a result of their work. It is impos- 
sible to pick up a newspaper without 
finding articles singing hymns of 
praise to work. But.in all these cases 
the work is;carried on without free- 
dom. Each worker is told what he 


must produce, where he must work, — 


and what kind of work he must do. 
There is no framework of freedom 
for the work that must be done. 

Furthermore, in Russia and the 
satellite countries, everyone must 
take part in labor without distinc- 
tion of birth, rank or position. Dr. 
Otto Dibelius, Lutheran Bishop of 
Berlin, has pointed out that in Ger- 
many all property has been lost 
twice within the space of twenty-five 
years. In East Germany there no 
longer exist people who can live 
on the wealth of their forefathers; 
there are only a few such people in 
the west. Wherever there is money 
it has to be earned by people still 
alive. Everyone, therefore, has to 
work. With this turn of events a 
great deal has been lost; the culti- 
vated kind of entertainment in one’s 
own home, with music and worth- 
while conversation, has died out. In 
Soviet lands people must go in herds 
for every phase of culture. The re- 
sult is that the truly cultured man 
has disappeared from the scene in 
Russia and is fast disappearing in 
the border countries. 

Work must have a meaning that 
is higher than mere usefulness on 
this earth. A man who goes into a 
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factory for no other purpose than to 
get enough money to cover food, 
clothing, and shelter has degenera- 
ted to the level of the donkey on the 
treadmill who knows no life other 
than a day’s work and a stint of oats. 

In our own country the man who 
does no more than work to satisfy 
the appetites of the flesh is on the 
same bestial level. Only the Chris- 
tian can find high dignity in honest 
toil, working not as men pleasers, 
but with eternity in view. It is this 
framework of freedom in the realm 
of the spirit that makes work and 
its gains worthwhile. ‘‘ Whatsoever 
ye do, do it heartily, as unto the 
Lord and not unto men’”’ (Col. 3:23). 
Then the leisure hours will not be- 
come a different kind of slavery as 
they are for so many in our own 
land. 





DON’T MISS THIS 


In next month's issue will appear a 
most challenging article for all who 
call themselves “Evangelicals.” In it, 
the light of critical examination is 
turned inward by a leading evangeli- 
cal preacher. You will find much food 
for thought in “The Failure of Evan- 
gelicalism.” 











THREE IN A BED 


I teach a Sunday School Class that 
has some very interesting people in 
it. In the course of our discussions 
light is brought upon our subjects 
from many and varied viewpoints. 

One Sunday we were talking 
about the misery of some people, and 
I stated that in New York City 
there were many thousands of peo- 
ple that live from day to day in 
boarding houses where the landlords 
rent a bed for eight hours only. One 
man would sleep in the bed from 
midnight till eight in the morning, 
another man from eight until four 
in the afternoon, and a third man 
from four until midnight. There 
are literally tens of thousands of 
such people in New York. They are 
Negroes, they are Puerto Ricans, 
they are the poor people who do the 
filthy clean-up work in the night 
hours and who sleep in the day. 
They are the crawling segment of 
the population that is constantly in 
and out of jail. 

I stated ‘‘There are probably 
people like that in Philadelphia.’’ 
A Sergeant of Police was sitting in 
the class, and he laughed. I asked 
him if there were any in Philadel- 


phia. He said there were twenty or 
thirty such establishments licensed 
in one precinct over which he pre- , 
sided as Police Sergeant. I inter-’ 
vened to say that several years ago 
I had been informed by another 
employee of the Police Department 
that in the City of Philadelphia ap- 
proximately twenty crimes were com- 
mitted each day, so terrible that no 
mention was ever made in the news- 
papers. This Sergeant of Police 
said, ‘‘There are thirty now,’’ and 
then went on to say, ‘‘How many 
people here read that a man walked 
into one of these houses—three-in- 
a-bed—last Friday night at ten 
o’clock and asked for a bed? The 
landlord refused on the grounds that 
all the beds were full. The man 
knew that another customer had 
slept in one of the beds for eight 
hours and was sleeping overtime. He 
wanted him ejected that he might 
take his place. The landlord refused. 
The customer went out, got an ax, 
entered the house, and simply 
erushed the head of the man who 
was asleep and laid his body on the 
window sill with the blood streaming 
down the facade of the house. It was 
not in the newspapers.’’ The people 
involved were the low-crawling scum 
of humanity that sleep three-in-a- 
bed. 

I am aware that many may feel 
that this editorial ought not to be 
printed, that it is too gruesome ; but 
there are many Christians that need 
to be shocked and aroused, who need 
to be made aware of the souls who 
by the thousands and thousands go 
by us on their way to a Christless 
eternity. 

Such people as these are never 
brought into the auditoriums, or 
tents, or theaters where evangelistic 
meetings are being held. Such peo- 
ple as these never darken the door 
of a church from one year’s end to 
the other. There are almost one-half 
million of them in New York City. 

Someone may say, ‘‘You want 
your readers shocked?’’ Shocked 
into doing what? The answer is, 
shocked into praying, shocked into 
being compassionate toward those 
who are too often dismissed by being 
ealled ‘‘riff-raff.’’ If every Chris- 
tian in the world would seek to win 
somebody that is below him or be- 
low her, these in turn could stoop 
still lower with compassion. Christ 
put his hand on a leper. There are 
many lepers today, but not enough 
hands. 
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THE MEASURE OF LOVE 





N this scientific age there is a measure for almost 

everything. The units of measure are many and 
varied. Stellar distances are measured in light-years; 
loudness of noise is measured in decibels; human in- 
telligence is measured in LQ. Yet for all this standardi- 
zation in science and industry, the world lacks a unit 
by which to measure the supreme motivating impulse 
which moves Heaven and earth, for only by revelation 
can we know the measure of love. 

Before love can be measured it must be defined. The 
word is used so casually in everyday speech that it 
may mean anything or nothing, usually nothing. As our 
language has grown it has become diluted by careless 
usage, so that many words have lost their original 
force. In particular, the word “love” has been so weak- 
ened in meaning that it has been defined as the tenth 
word in a telegram. But in the classic Greek in which 
the New Testament was written there were three words 
for love with sharp distinctions in meaning. One of these 
three words does not appear at all in the New Testa- 
ment. This omission is significant, for the word is eros 
from which we get the word “erotic,” which defines the 
carnal emotion that the world associates with love. 

The two Greek words which are translated love in 
the New Testament are phileo and agapao. The first 
of these is from a primitive root meaning. “friend,” 
and implies kindly affection, or true friendliness. 
It is the word from which we get philanthropy, or 
love for mankind; and in ancient times, as today, also 
expresses its meaning in the name of a city, Phila- 
delphia, the city of brotherly love. The second word 
implies a far deeper form of personal devotion, affection 
so absorbed in the welfare of another as to be forgetful 
of self, such as mother love. This is its meaning in 
Paul’s great elegy on love in the 13th chapter of Ist 
Corinthians where he uses this word nine times, trans- 
lated “charity” in the authorized version, and “love” in 
the revised versions. Neither translation is adequate to 
express Paul’s meaning, for he asserts that the depth 
of devotion implied in agapa is greater than learning, 
greater than knowledge, greater than benevolence, 
greater even than faith, because as used in the New 
Testament, such love is the reflection of the Calvary 
love of Christ. 





Stephen E. Slocum is a marine engineer and a Presbyterian layman 
residing in suburban Philadelphia. 
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The most beautiful example of careful distinction in 
the choice of words occurs in the use of these two words 
by Jesus when He restored Peter to fellowship after 
he had denied his Lord. Peter had made a three-fold 
denial, and Jesus called on him for a three-fold re- 
affirmation of his faith, as recorded in the 21st chapter 
of John’s Gospel. Jesus asked: “Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest (agapas) thou me more than these?” and Peter 
replied; “Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love (philo) 
thee.” A second time Jesus asked the same question, 
using the verb agapas, and again Peter made the same 
answer, using the verb philo. A third time Jesus asked 
the same question, but now he used Peter’s word: 
“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (phileis) thou me?” and 
Peter replied, as he had twice before, with the verb 
philo. Jesus was asking for Peter’s complete devotion, 
but Peter was not sufficiently sure of himself to affirm 
that he would lay down his life for Christ, and would 
only venture to reply; “You know that I have a real 
affection for you.” It is such beautiful shading of mean- 
ing in conveying spiritual truth that is one of the most 
satisfying evidences of the verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures. 

The heart of the Gospel is the amazing fact revealed 
at the cross that “God so loved (egapesen) the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16). The depth of God’s love is concen- 
trated in the little word “so.” God so loved the world! 
Certainly the world did not love God. In the days of 
Noah, “God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually.” In the time of 
Christ the world crucified His Son. The world today 
is no friend of God; “Know ye not that the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God?” (Jas. 4:4). An 
apostate humanity whose thoughts are only evil cen- 
tinually is so utterly unworthy of God’s love that we 
can only stand in wonder before the cross of Calvary. 
There are some revealed truths too deep for our finite 
comprehension; one of these is that God so loved the 
world! It is no less amazing that Almighty God, who 
created all things by command, should choose to re- 
deem mankind by personal sacrifice. More amazing still, 
what was there im all the universe He had created that 
would cost God a sacrifice? Only one sacrifice was pos- 
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sible to Almighty God, the life of His only begotten 
Son. All this is compressed in the word “so.” The 
infinitude of God’s sacrifice measured the infinitude of 
His love, for the measure of love is sacrifice. 

In the wonderful preview of Calvary revealed in 
Abraham’s offering of his son Isaac, it is twice written 
that “they went both of them together.” God was not 
alone in His sacrifice; it was shared by His Son. To 
contemplate the measure of Christ’s love, “Consider 
him who endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself.” Consider the Prince of glory, “who is the 
image of the invisible God, the first born of every crea- 
ture; for by him were all things created that are in 
heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible. For 
it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness 
dwell,” yet who left the glory of Heaven to be born in 
a stable, and to walk the earth as the poorest of men. 
Consider Him, the heir of all things, who “though he 
was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be rich.” Consider Him, who 
being very God, yet “made himself of no reputation (in 
the Greek, ‘emptied himself’) and took upon him the 
form of a servant and was made in the likeness of men. 
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled him- 


self and became obedient unto death, even the death of © 


the cross.” Consider Him who in being lifted up on the 
cross, “was made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” Jesus 
said: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends”; but Jesus laid it down 
for His enemies. He who had the power to summon ten 
legions of angels, suffered Himself to be scourged, spit 
upon, tortured, reviled, crowned with thorns, crucified; 
and even in the throes of having the nails driven into 
His hands and feet, prayed for His assassins “Father, 
forgive them!” Consider Him, and in the cross of Cal- 
vary perceive that the measure of love is sacrifice. 

For centuries the cross had been the symbol of all that 
was vile and sinful. It was written in the Mosaic law, 
“Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13; 
Deut. 21:23). Yet when Christ was lifted up on the 
cross, His Calvary love crowned it with glory. The glory 
of the cross had long been foretold by the prophets, 
“searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that 


should follow” (1 Peter 1:11). On the eve of the last 
passover Jesus testified to the glory of the cross when 
he said to His disciples: “The hour is come that the Son 
of man should be glorified.” And then he revealed the 
glory of sacrificial love by a simple object lesson: “Ex- 
cept a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” 
(John 12:23-24). Death must precede resurrection, and 
the cross of Christ was the gateway to the glory of the 
risen Lord: “we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man. For it became him, 
for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory to make the captain of 
their salvation perfect through sufferings” (Heb. 2:9- 
10). The seal of the finished work of Christ was the 
descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and this also 
was the seal of His glory, for it is written that “The Holy 
Ghost was not yet given because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified” (John 7:39). The cross was not only the 
measure of Christ’s love but of His glory, for as someone 
has said; “When God wanted to give Christ more glory, 
He gave Him a cross.” 
(Continued on page 42) 
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One of the greatest tragedies in British railway history 
occurred recently when two main line trains were in collision 
in a London suburb, at the railway station known as Harrow 
and Wealdstone. The Bible Text Publicity Mission rents bill- 
boards (which the English call “hoarding”) to display Bible 
verses in three hundred and ninety railroad stations. The 
trains crashed beneath a sign which read, “Prepare to meet 
thy God. The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.” 
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IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


ISAAC ... WAS GATHERED TO HIS PEOPLE (35:29) 
ril 1 
There is no meaning to language if this does Ro tl 
that Isaac, when his body died, lived on in consciousness, 
and that he was joined to those whom he “had loved 
long since, and lost awhile.” When Isaac was gathered 
to his people he was gathered to Abraham and Sarah. 
He was gathered to the father of Abraham, to Noah, to 
Abel, to all who had died in faith. The Word of God in 
all its parts teaches conscious life after death, and that 
believers will be together with their loved ones, knowing 
them, and in joy with them. In the New Testament we 
are commanded to “Comfort one another with these 
words” (1 Thess. 4:18), and “these words” are that 
“together with them,” who have gone to be with the 
Lord, we shall be caught up at the time the Lord 
descends from Heaven, bringing them with Him. The 
strong relationships of this life, when made in Christ, 
will last for eternity. 
Lord, we thank Thee for the memory of loved ones. 


THE GENERATIONS OF ESAU (36:1) April 2 
A commentator says, “There is perhaps no greater 
contrast in Scripture than that seen in the characters of 
Esau and Jacob. The one on the surface was interesting 
and attractive, the other on the surface was unattractive 
and repellent, at least for a large part of his life. And 
yet as we include in our view of the two men the whole 
Bible testimony concerning them, and study with all 
possible care and completeness that which lies below the 
surface, we cannot help coming to the very opposite of 
our first conclusion. We obtain the deep impression that 
characters are not to be judged by superficial impres- 
sions but by a careful inquiry into the right principles 
of life.” Man looks upon the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks upon the heart; and in the story of these 
two brothers God gives us first the outward appearance 

and then begins to unfold the reality. 
Lord, may we see through the eyes of the spirit. 


ESAU TOOK .. . (36:2,6) April 3 

The whole character of Esau’s life seems to be wrapped 
up in this expression. He was always reaching for that 
which pleased his flesh, and he never gave much thought 
to the things of the Spirit. The New Testament has 


16 Are you abstaining from all appearance of evil? 





summed up his life in one horrible expression, Esau was 
a “profane person” (Heb. 12:16). The Greek word for 
“profane,” bebelos, is most interesting, being composed 
of the root word for a “step” and the word “threshold.” 
When one steps out of the bounds of God’s holiness one 
steps into all that is most terrible. Our English word 
conveys the same idea, since a fine church might be 
called a “fane” (Westminster Abbey, that stately fane), 
while pro means “out in front.” Thus profanity is the 
language of the pulpit used on the side walk, and Esau 
a person who stepped across the threshold of God’s 
limits for a human life. 

Lord, keep us within bounds. 


ESAU ... WENT .. . FROM THE FACE OF JACOB 
(36:6) April 4 


Now, and now only does Jacob receive the land from 
the Lord. Jacob had bowed down again and again before 
his “lord Esau,” but now the land is Jacob’s. God had 
promised it to him before he was born, together with the 
birthright, and all his scheming and intrigue to get it 
for himself availed nothing. God’s promises are always 


_ fulfilled in God’s ways. The brothers had been separated 


for years and seem to have united for the last time in 
order to bury their father. Then the separation takes 
place which was not to be ended. In fact, this going out 
of Esau from the face of Jacob is one of the great phe- 
nomena of modern times. The warfare between Esau— 
the Arab world—and Israel is the touchstone of the 
politics of the Near and Middle East in our century. 
So Esau turned away, and the last dust cloud settled 
after the passage of his flocks, and he was terribly alone. 

Lord, keep us from leaving the place of blessing. 


ESAU IS EDOM (36:1,8) April 5 

In this sentence there is summed up the degeneration 
of all of the sons of Esau to all generations. By the time 
of Moses these men were so bitter against the Lord that 
they refused the peaceful overtures of Moses and would 
not let Israel pass through their territory even when 
they were kindly entreated (Num. 20:18-21). When 
Saul became king of Israel he had to fight against Edom 
(1 Sam. 14:47). By the time of Amaziah the sons of Esau 
were devil worshippers, and because he and his people 
had sought the gods of Edom, Jehovah directed that 
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they should be destroyed (2 Chron. 25:20). And Jere- 
miah prophesied, “Edom shall become a desolation; 
everyone that goeth by it shall be horrified and will 
suck in his breath because of all its disasters. As when 
Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighbor cities were 
overthrown, saith the Lord, no man shall abide there, 
no man shall sojourn in it” (Jer. 49:17, 18). 

Lord, give us godly fear of Thy judgments. 


ESAU, THE FATHER OF THE EDOMITES (36:43) 
April 6 
This is the fifth time in this chapter that Gai has 
made it plain that Esau and Edom are the same (vs. 
1, 8, 9, 19, 43), besides several incidental references to 
this same fact. And the names of all these sons of Esau 
are recorded here as though God would tell the wicked 
that He keeps books and that they shall surely be 
brought into judgment before Him in the day when the 
books shall be opened (Rev. 20:12-15). The contrast 
between the genealogy of Esau and that of Jacob is like 
that between a desert waste and a garden in bloom. We 
can look at Jacob, or at the record of his family, and 
find, as we study more closely, that they are all con- 
nected with the line of the Lord Jesus Christ. But we 
find as we look at these names of the sons of Esau and 
the chiefs of the tribes that grew out of him, that they 
are as a stream that pours into a ground hole and dis- 


appears. 
Lord, join us to Thy line. 


JACOB DWELT IN THE LAND (37:1) April 7 
Jacob is at rest at last. The wanderings are over and 


he is where the Lord wanted him to be and where he 
could have been all the time if he had lived in trust. 
We are like Jacob in many ways. All of us can look 
back upon our mistakes and wonder what might have 
been if we had walked closer to the Lord. While it is 
true that we can never be what we otherwise might have 
been, yet the Lord does much in grace to overrule our 
wrong choices, and even moves to overrule our sins. 
What a difference it makes to be living under the grace 
of God! God does not treat the sins of a Jacob as He 
does the sins of an Esau, even if, outwardly, the sin 
appears to be the same sin. Grace will bring a man home 
to the desired haven and set him at rest and in peace. 

Lord, ever look on us through Thy grace. 


JOSEPH (37:2) April 8 

We come to the last division in the book of Genesis 
and to Joseph, about whom God gives more personal 
details than about any other Bible character. In Joseph 
a wandering people settled down and became a nation. 
In Joseph we can see the hand of God working again 
and again to bring to pass the counsel of His will. We 
will learn that the darkest moments are short corridors 
leading to sunlit rooms of life. In Joseph we will find 
one of the few characters in the Bible about whom 
nothing bad is reported. He had an Adamic nature, but 
there will be no record of it. We can love Joseph freely 
without being hesitant because of open wounds of sin. 


And in the life of Joseph we will find, again and again, 
incidents that will remind us of Christ, of whom he is’ 
oops: Lord, may we hear: Thy voice in every line.: 
JOSEPH ... WAS... WITH HIS BRETHREN (37:2) 
April 9 
With Joseph we come to the eighth character portray- 
ed in Genesis, each one illustrating phases of the life 
that is ours in Christ. The number eight is the end of 
one octave and the beginning of the next. Adam, be- 
lieving God’s unsupported Word about the coming 
Messiah (3:20), shows us the nature of faith. Abel, 
following God’s Word about the blood sacrifice (Heb. 
11:4), stands for the foundation of faith through blood 
redemption. ‘Enoch, walking with God (5:22-24), sets 
forth the continuing walk of faith. Noah, accepting a set 
of principles incomprehensible from any personal ex- 
perience (Heb. 11:7), manifests the complete trust of 
faith. Abraham, like a soldier accepting an order (Heb. 
11:8), demonstrates the obedience of faith. Isaac, turn- 
ing from his own desires to accept the finality of the 
Word of God (Heb. 11:20 with Gen. 27:33), exemplifies 
the doubt-destroying power of faith. Jacob, through all 
of the events of life, like a student going from class to 
class, portrays the discipline of faith. Joseph, moving 
from pit to throne, is the climax of all these, the testing 
and glorious triumph of faith. 
Lord, compound all Thy work in me. 


JOSEPH BROUGHT .. . THEIR EVIL REPORT (37:2) 
April 10 
The spirit of the narrative shows that Joseph was not 
a gossiping tale-bearer, but a loved confidant of his 
father, and spiritually exercised over the existence of 
evil in his brethren. Jacob had every reason to mistrust 
these older sons, guilty of blasphemy in using a sacred 
rite to trap men to their doom, committing murder upon 
a whole town, guilty of incest and many other crimes. 
Joseph, on the contrary, was a tender boy who had not 
gone through the school of villainy with his older 
brothers, and in whom were the untarnished principles 
of righteousness. As a son, fellowshiping with the 
father, loving righteousness and hating iniquity, he 
portrays the Lord Jesus Christ, One with the father, 
both in love and in hate (Heb. 1:11). 
Lord, may we both love and hate. 


ISRAEL LOVED JOSEPH MORE THAN ALL HIS 


CHILDREN (37:3) April 11 
The older brethren, now men, had been a great grief 


to Jacob, and now there is the child of his beloved 
Rachel who fills his old age with love. The right of 
inheritance would have gone, by custom, to the oldest 
son, Reuben; but after the horrible sin of this oldest son 
(35:22) it was imperative that the birthright be re- 
moved from him. In the sovereign grace of his free 
choice, Jacob decided that Joseph would be his heir. 
As the lad grew, his courage and righteousness testified 
to the correctness of Jacob’s choice, and the bond of love 
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grew stronger between the father and 
the son. There are few things in this 
world more wonderful than the good 
relationship between a father and a 
son who are like-minded in the Lord, 
and the father can have no greater 
joy than to see the son walking in 
the truth (3 John 4). 
Lord, Thou hast loved us; 
may we walk in Thy truth. 


HE MADE HIM A COAT OF MANY COLOURS 
(37:3) April 12 
This is an obvious mistranslation 
and the RSV is correct in saying, “He 
made him a long robe with sleeves.” 
The man who had to labor at every- 
day tasks wore a seamless robe, even 
as the Lord Jesus wore the cloak of 
the poor (John 19:23), but a tailored 
garment was the mark of one who did 
not have to work. The brothers must 
have realized that Reuben’s incest, 
known to Jacob (35:22) would have 
brought his displacement, and when 
Joseph appeared with a tailored tunic 
with sleeves it was a wordless an- 
nouncement that he had been ap- 
pointed heir of all his father’s pos- 
sessions. The very wearing of the 
garment exempted Joseph from the 
rougher tasks and advertised to all 
that he had been the object of special 
grace and favor, elected to be heir. 
Lord, may we wear the robe 
of our election with grace. 


THEY HATED HIM (37:4) April 13 
The Holy Spirit tells us through 
Stephen that the brothers were 
moved with envy, or, as Greek has it, 
jealousy. This is one of the root sins, 
bringing many others in its train. It 
is a part of the worst of all sins—the 
glorification of self. Covetousness 
wants to possess for self; envy wants 
self to be above others. To be and to 
have: these are the cardinal marks of 
man’s rebellion against God. Envy is 
“the rottenness of the bones” (Prov. 
14:30), and James tells us that “where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile 
practice” (Jas. 3:16 RSV). All that 
flowed out of the heart of Joseph’s 
brethren toward him was the fruit of 
this first sin which did not want him 
to be and to have if they could not 

be and have. 
Lord, deliver us from envy. 


THEY . . . COULD NOT SPEAK PEACEABLY 
UNTO HIM (37:4) April 14 

Envy is a hive from which other 
sins swarm. Joseph, hated of his 
brethren, is a picture of Christ, hated 
of His people. It was when Jesus stood 
beside the Pharisees that their vaunt- 
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ed righteousness was seen to be hy- 
pocrisy. It was when He spoke the 
healing word that their position was 
seen to be powerless. The jealousy 
and envy gnawed within them, feed- 
ing on itself until they could no long- 
er hide it. It was so evident that when 
they appeared before Pilate to accuse 
Jesus the Roman governor “knew 
that for envy they had delivered 
Him” (Mt. 27:18). The opposite of 
envy is contentment, and the Holy 
Spirit tells us that “godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (1 Tim. 
6:6). When we know the Lord and 
are content with His will for us we 
are in the place of peace and blessing. 

Lord, keep us content in Thyself. 


JOSEPH DREAMED A DREAM (37:5) 
April 15 
All normal seventeen-year-old 
young people do dream dreams. It 
will be a sad day for humanity when 
young people look for easy berths 
offering ‘‘security’’ rather than 
dreaming the dreams that strong men 
must follow throughout their lives. 
The dreams which were given to him 
by God were symbols of power that 
should come to him, and they seem 
to have been so clear to him that they 
had a tremendous effect upon his 
character for from then on there was 
no wavering. Henceforth Joseph was 
a man who had a goal and he moved 
steadily toward it, fully trusting, 
knowing that a path over the moun- 
tains sometimes has downgrades as 
well as upgrades. Parents must not 
be concerned if they have imaginative 
children. When a child comes home 
with a wild tale of something that 
happened it should not be treated as 
a “lie” and no great fuss should be 
made over it. Even today it is a part 
of growing up. 
Lord, give us goals and steadfastness. 


JOSEPH .. . TOLD IT HIS BRETHREN 
(37:5) April 16 

Some think that Joseph made a 
mistake in communicating his dream 
to his brethren. But he seems not to 
have been motivated by self-esteem 
or vanity, but to have had that naivete 
that goes with youth. Some may think 
that this telling of the dream brought 
disaster, but “God moves in His mys- 
terious ways, His wonders to per- 
form.” In order to get Joseph away 
from his brethren, to prepare the way 
before them into Egypt, and to re- 
move them as a nation for the fulfill- 
ment of God’s purposes it was neces- 
sary for there to be a great upheaval. 
A dream and its telling set in motion 
a chain of events. What followed 


Your murmuring is the Devil's music 


was not disaster but grace at work in 
a life. We must learn to look upon all 
the events that touch us as coming 
from God for His purpose of conform- 
ing us to the image of His Son. Only 
then (Rom. 8:29), can we know the 
purpose for which all things work 
together for good (Rom. 8:28). 

Lord, give us trust in Thy ways. 


THEY HATED HIM .. . (37:4) MORE... 
(37:5) MORE . . . (37:8) April 17 
There is a great illustration for 
every Christian in the hatred of 
Joseph’s brethren for him. They hated 
him, it is said, “when they saw that 
their father loved him more than all 
his brethren.” In the New Testament 
we are told that the world hates us 
because the Father loves the believers 
more than He loves the unbelievers 
(John 15:19). Let a Christian preach 
ordinary “evangelism,” telling men 
that they are in a position to choose 
either God or the Devil and the world 
will nod complacently even if they 
pass by. But preach the true Gospel, 
that men are all under the curse of 
God and that God says He is satisfied 
with the death of His Son instead of 
the death of the believer, and that He 
has chosen some and loved them unto 
the end (John 13:1), and the full 
hatred of Adamic fury will burst out 
against them. 
Lord, keep us in the place where 
the world will hate us. 


YOUR SHEAVES . . . BOWED DOWN TO 
MY SHEAF (37:7 RSV) April 18 
God has chosen some to be leaders 
and some to be followers. This differ- 
ence may well be but for the few 
years of this life, and in Heaven the 
roles may well be reversed for there 
“the last shall be first, and the first 
last” (Mt. 20:16). How unfortunate 
that many are not willing to take the 
place to which God has assigned them 
in this world. The moment a man 
wants something that another man 
has or wants to be something that 
another man is he is covetous and 
envious. Such action or thought is 
really the equivalent of saying, “God 
I am not satisfied with the way You 
have dealt the game. You didn’t give 
me what I want.” Thus a man is really 
asking God to abandon the throne so 
that the individual can climb to His 
place and re-deal the events and 
possessions of life so that little he 
shall be exalted. The process would 
continue till the man occupied the 

throne of God permanently. 
Lord, keep us humble 
and yielded to Thee. 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 


CHAPTER Two 


VERSES SEVEN AND EIGHT 

Beloved, it is no new commandment 
I am writing to you, but an old com- 
mandment which you had from the 
beginning. The old commandment is 
the word which you heard (“from 
the beginning” is omitted in the best 
MSS). Again, it is a new command- 
ment I am writing you—a thing which 
is true in Him and you, because the 
darkness is passing away and the true 
light is already shining. 

The key to the understanding of 
this paradox is autobiographical. The 
paramount necessity of love is an old 
commandment. It was the very es- 
sence of the Gospel, “the word which 
they had heard.” It was embodied in 
the very elements of the message 
from the beginning.” It was “in Him,” 
part of every discourse and action of 
the Lord. It was “in them,” the fruit 
of the Spirit, and the most consistent 
lesson of experience. And yet, says 
John, it was a new commandment, 
and a touch of sadness haunts the 
phrase. The old apostle appears here 
to confess a life-long lack. In the 
evening of his ministry he had discov- 
ered the supremacy of love. We have 
already referred to the passages in 
the Synoptic Gospels where John ap- 
pears. He is marked by all the char- 
acteristics of a passionate and fiery 
nature. “Son of Thunder” the Master 
called him. He was intolerant and 
self-seeking, and for all the love 
which his Lord, who saw deeper than 
others and saw the unborn years, 
gave to him, John was not in his 
youth the figure whose gracious fea- 
tures are seen behind this epistle. 

When did the change take place? 
The “Son of Thunder” still lived at 
Ephesus. Irenaeus and Eusebius quote 
a story of the great Polycarp who sat 
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at John’s feet. The apostle once visit- 
ed the public baths, and seeing the 
heretic Cerinthus there cried: “Let 
us flee, lest the building fall, since 
Cerinthus the foe of the truth is in 
it.” This looks like the old John. When 
did the new man appear? Was it the 
exile on Patmos, and the vision of his 
Lord which changed the character of 
his ministry? The day of suffering and 
withdrawal is sometimes the chosen 
time of God’s Spirit, and the oppor- 
tunity He makes or takes to teach a 
lesson long unlearned. Or was it the 
writing of the Gospel? Did that 
blessed urge, which sharpened 
thought and memory and moved his 
pen, bring back so gloriously those 
three years of fellowship that the 
aged man was changed and sanctified 
anew? 

Let us draw two clear léssons from 
this moving passage. The first is that 
it is never too late to learn. It is true 
that the arteries harden and the mind 
stiffens in mortal man, but it is also 
true that the Holy Spirit is not re- 
stricted, and that the willing heart at 
any age can be illumined anew, and 
delighted with fresh revelation. And 
note secondly that the fierce critic of 
Cerinthus lost none of his power by 
the change. In a new spirit of love he 
deals as faithfully with error and as 
uncompromisingly as he ever did in 
the fierce speech of an earlier min- 
istry. And he deals more effectively 
with it. With poor fallible tools the 
Great Builder builds His Church. But 
when for a season they lie docile in 
His hand, sharpened as He would 
have them, with what loveliness He 
builds. From the last years of John’s 
ministry came the Fourth Gospel and 
the epistles. The “Son of Thunder” 
could not have written them. The 
Lord waited patiently for his death. 
Or, to use John’s own figure from the 
confession of the eighth verse, when 


the darkness began to pass away, and 
the new, true light began to shine, 
the Lord put a pen in His servant’s 
hand, and he set to work on his life’s 
final and greatest task. 


VERSES NINE TO ELEVEN 

He who says he is in the light and 
hates his brother is in darkness still. 
He who loves his brother abides in 
the light and there is no stumbling 
block in him. He who hates his brother 
is in the darkness, and walks in the 
darkness, and does not know where he 
is going because the darkness has 
made him blind. 

For the fifth of the six occasions in 
the epistle the clash between pro- 
fession and conduct is dealt with 
(1:6, 8, 10; 2:4; 4:20). We-have seen 
this presented as the antithesis of 
truth and falsehood, light and dark- 
ness. Now it is hate and love. It is, 
of course, only a failure to under- 
stand the hyperbolical language of 
the East which sees a contradiction 
here with Luke 14:25. To “hate” one’s 
father and mother is merely to hold 
them second to God. 

The one who hates his brother, 
says John, is “still,” or “even until 
now,” in the darkness. No work of 
grace is yet manifest in him. Had it 
not already been said: “If I have the 
gift of prophecy, and know all mys- 
teries and all knowledge . . . and have 
not love I am nothing, nothing.” On 
the other hand the personality which 
loves contains no stumbling block. 
There are three distinct interpreta- 
tions possible for this phrase. 

First “there is nothing in him likely 
to cause him to stumble,” an echo of 
John 11:9, 10. If the more common 
meaning of skandalon (which we 
have translated “stumbling block”) is 
chosen (Mt. 13:41; 18:7; Rom. 14:13), 
the passage might mean “there is 
nothing in him to offend, or cause 

(Continued on page 38) 
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What shall I do then 


with Jesus 


which is called Christ? 


THE QUESTION THAT SETTLES DESTINY 


HERE are only two alternatives. You must either 
accept Jesus Christ or reject Him. Pilate had exactly 
the same decision to make. He could crucify Jesus or 
release Him, and he decided to crucify Him. “But,” you 
say, “I can be neutral. I do not have to take sides. I am 
not going to accept Him, but at the same time I am not 
going to reject Him.” Now if I have a gift for you in 
my pocket and do not tell you anything about it, you 
can be neutral. The moment, however, that I offer it 
to you, you are bound to make a decision. You can no 
longer remain neutral. You will either come and accept 
my gift, or I will know by your actions that you do not 
want my gift, and that, therefore, you have rejected: it. 
Before you ever heard anything about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you could be neutral. But the very moment He 
was offered to you for the first time, you had to make 
a decision. And from that day to this, you have never 
been neutral, nor can you ever be neutral again. If you 
do not accept Jesus Christ, then you reject Him. It is 
either one or the other. You may make no move what- 
ever. But by that very act, you show that for the 
present, at least, you reject Him. 

The question on the Judgment Day will not be one of 
sin or conduct. It will be a question concerning your 
relationship to Jesus Christ, “What did you do with My 
Son?” God will ask. “Well, Lord,” you will answer, 
“I was always a religious man. I went to church.” 
“Wait a moment,” God will interrupt. “I never asked 
you anything about your religious life. I asked you one 
simple question. What did you do with My Son?” 
“Well, Lord,” you will continue, “I always lived a good 
life. I never did anything wrong. I...” “Wait a mo- 
ment,” God will say again, “I never asked you anything 
about the life you lived. I asked you one simple ques- 
tion. What did you do with My Son?” “Well, Lord,” 
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you will respond, “I always thought your Son was a 
good man. As a matter of fact, I thought He was the 
best .. .” “I never asked you what you thought about 
My Son,” God will interrupt again. “I asked you what 
you did with My Son. Now tell Me, did you accept Him, 
or did you reject Him? What did you do with Him?” 
And you will be silent. You will have no answer for 
you did nothing. You just neglected Him, ignored Him, 
paid no attention to Him. Hence, you will be lost, not 
because of what you did, but because of what you 
failed to do. 

If men are not going to perish because of their sins, 
then why will they perish? Let us imagine that you 
have died and been ushered into the presence of God, 
only to hear Him say, “Depart from me.” “But, Lord,” 
you exclaim in amazement, “what have I done?” 

“Nothing; that’s the trouble,” God replies. “You 
utterly ignored my invitation. The Holy Spirit followed 
you all the days of your life. You were given oppor- 
tunities without number. But you did nothing, paid no 
attention, would not come. My Son was offered to you, 
and you passed Him by. The Gospel feast was again 
and again spread before you, but though you sat beside 
it, starving to death, you would not take. You are left 
outside because you would not come in. Mercy was 
offered, but you despised it. Salvation was yours for the 
taking, but you would not have it. Everlasting life was 
held out to you, but you cared nothing for it. And now 
you are lost, lost because you would not be saved. Oh, 
why did you not come? Why did you not close in with 
the offer of mercy? Why did you keep putting salvation, 
the salvation of your soul, off until it was too late?” 

Why will men perish? Look at John 3:18: “He that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not joined the church. He has committed terrible sins.” 
Is that what it says? It does not. This is the way it 
reads: “He that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed .. .” That, my friend, is 
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the only reason men are condemned. They are not con- 
demned because of what they do, but because of what 
they do not do. You will never be lost because you are 
a murderer. God can forgive a murderer. You will 
never perish because you are a drunkard or a thief. 
God can forgive drunkards and thieves. But there is 
one sin God cannot forgive, and that is the final rejec- 
tion of His Son. If you refuse to receive Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour, there is no hope for you. 

The one sin that the Holy Spirit convicts the world 
of is the sin of unbelief. “Of sin, because they believe 
not on me” (John 16:9). “He that believeth on him is 
not condemned. But he that believeth not is condemned 
already.” And why? Because he is not a member of the 
church and has never been baptized? No! “He that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” 
(John 3:18). That is the damning sin—unbelief. 

Not “sins” but “sin.” God holds you guilty of the 
rejection of His Son. That was the subject of almost 
every sermon preached by the early disciples. They 
mention only one sin; make but one charge—the rejec- 
tion and crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ; men would 
not believe. And in your unbelief you identify your- 
self with the murderers of the Son of God. Will you 
continue in unbelief? Are you going to crucify Him 
afresh? 

Perhaps you say it is not fair. You think of your good 
life and your many good deeds and you cannot under- 
stand why you should be condemned just because you 
have not accepted Jesus Christ. 

Here is a man who is kind to: his parents, kind to his 
children, and kind to his friends and neighbors. But 
he takes his wife whom he has promised to love and 
cherish, and he abuses her shamefully and then leaves 
her lying half-dead. He is arrested. Witnesses are 
called, oné “hundred of them. They all give the same 
testimony. “This man,” they say, “was kind. He was 
kind to his father and mother, his sons and daughters. 
He was kind to his neighbors and friends.” Finally, the 
judge addresses the court. “I am not dealing with this 
man on the basis of his treatment of others,” he says, 
“I am judging him on one point and one point alone, his 
treatment of his wife. Now tell me, was he kind to his 
wife?” There is not a witness. Finally, he is condemned 
and sentenced. Yes, and rightly so, even though his 
crime was committed against only one person. 

Do you think you can be kind to the people of this 
world, obeying the golden rule and treating them as 
you would have them treat you, and then be unkind 
to God’s Son and not be guilty? Never. It does not 
matter what kind of life you live or how you treat your 
fellow men; if you ignore and neglect Jesus Christ, God 
will hold you accountable. You cannot ill-treat His Son 
and escape. Nineteen hundred years ago God gave His 
Son for you. Jesus Christ bore your sins in His own 
body on the tree. He died that you might live. Now God 


offers you salvation without money and without: price, 
and tells you to receive His Son as your Saviour. If you 
refuse, what can He do but condemn you? Everything, 
therefore, depends upon your relationship to Jesus 
Christ. 

Your life may be most exemplary. Possibly no one 
could bring a charge against your character. To your 
friends and neighbors you have been most kind. Your 
treatment of your associates in this world has been all 
that could be desired, and yet you have ill-treated the 
Son of God. Again and again you have rejected His 
offers of mercy. Outside the door of your heart He has 
stood for years, but never yet have you been kind 
enough to let Him in. Now what do you suppose God 
will say when you stand in His presence? Will your 
kindness to your fellow-men make up for your unkind- 
ness to Jesus Christ? Is there a possible hope of ac- 
quittal? Not if the Bible is the Word of God. So, it is 
fair after all. Your other sins fade into insignificance 
in the face of this—your rejection of the Son of God. 

Perhaps you still say it is not just. But consider this. 
One day a young man was playing a game of cards and 
he lost his temper. Picking up a revolver, he shot his 
opponent and killed him: He was arrested and tried. 
Finally he was sentenced to hang. But his relatives and 
friends got up a petition for him. It was taken to the 


(Continued on page 36) 

















Michael Patrick O’Brien, as he is known to some, is the man 
who got on a ferry boat in Macao, without a passport, and 
could not get off in Hong Kong. Nor could he get off in 
Macao when the ship went back to Macao. For weeks he has 
gone back and forth between the two cities while his case has 
been shuttled between various embassies who call him a 
Hungarian, an Irishman or an American. How many people 
are there in this world who shuttle back and forth between 
one opinion and another—spiritually statel b they 
refuse to abandon all early citizenships and build their hope 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Ever learning and never arriving at 
the knowledge of the truth (2 Tim. 3:7)—this is the ferryboat 
upon which men go back and forth in their futile lives 
because they have refused to own the Lord Jesus. 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


SELF CONTROL 

Christians who follow the Bible 
are ordered not to make rules for 
the Christian life, such as ‘‘Don’t 
drink,’’ ‘‘Don’t smoke,’’ ‘‘Don’t 
touch’? (Col. 2:21, paraphrase). 
Yet the Biblical doctrine of self- 
control, under the domination of 
the Holy Spirit who brings the be- 
liever to the place where he yields 
his body as a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God (Rom. 12:1), 
will undoubtedly bring us to ab- 
stinence from many things without 
abandoning these things from a 
mere submission to a set of rules. 

The benefit of such self-control is 
well illustrated in a recent book re- 
view and in a recent medical report. 
The British Medical Journal has re- 
ported on a massive study which 
goes a long way toward proving that 
eancer of the lungs is very fre- 
quently due to the use of tobacco. 
In 1,357 men who had lung cancer 
only half of one percent were non- 
smokers. S up, the British 


‘‘The association between smoking 
and carcinoma of the lung is real.’’ 
The beok review is Time’s account 
of The Drinker by Fallada. Written 
in prison, the book is ‘‘suspiciously 
autobiographical’’ and ‘‘its candid 
odor of damnation the care- 
ful note-taking of a house guest in 
Hell.’’ The Scripture put it, ‘‘At 
last it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder’’ (Prov. 
23 :32). 
CATHOLICISM IN THE SOUTH 

I have frequently pointed out 
that the Roman Catholic advance in 
the Southern States would come 
largely through intermarriage with 
prominent Southern families and 
then through political control that 
would increase through the years 
as the colored people come into the 
advancement that most certainly 


22 


PSALM 103:19 


lies before them. Now, for the first 
time, a Negro student has been ad- 
mitted to a previously all-white 
Catholic High School in San An- 
tonio, Texas, according to the Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, which 
declared this ‘‘precedent-shattering 
achievement will aid the NAACP 
materially in the fight to abolish 
segregation in the public schools of 
the South.”’ 

In recent conversations which I 
have had with leaders in the South, 
the unanimous opinion was that 
there is great progress for Negroes 
in the South, and that, most un- 
fortunately, the greatest barriers 
to that progress were frequently to 
be found among Protestant circles. 
This is sowing a wind that will be 
reaped as a whirlwind in the next 
generation. 

I believe that it is safe to say that 
in fifty years there will be hundreds 
of thousands of Roman Oatholic 
Negroes in the Southern states. This 
mass conversion will come from the 
fact that Rome has a much more 
realistic attitude toward the race 
question than do many Protestants. 


EVERY BELIEVER A WITNESS 

The ‘‘letter to the Christian 
people of America’’ contained a 
paragraph that should be accepted 
without question by anyone who 
names the name of Christ. ‘‘The 
church has also a redemptive role to 
fulfill . . . Evangelism, the confron- 
tation of men with Jesus Christ so 
that they may accept Him as their 
Saviour and follow Him as their 
Lord in the fellowship of the church, 
is the church’s primary task. It is 
not sufficient that the Gospel be 
preached in established places of 
worship. It is necessary that it be 
taken to the people. Let our com- 
placency be shaken by the fact that 
today, even when church member- 
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ship stands at an all-time peak in 
the history of our country, there are 
still 66 million people in the nation 
who have no religious affiliation .. . 
We have now come to a moment in 
the history of the church and of the 
world when it is not enough that 
the church should have missions; 
the whole church must itself become 
missionary.’’ 

This is true, and it should be 
noted that the Lord, in His last 
earthly words (Acts 1:8), called 
every believer to be a witness to 
Him. 

THE SPANISH CLERGY 

The English Churchman of 29th 
August, publishes an account by a 
correspondent of the persecution of 
evangelicals in Spain. This account 
mentions cases in which evangelical 
funerals were interrupted, even 
though verbal police permission had 
been given to hold them, and in 
which the bodies were subsequently 
buried aecording to Roman Catho- 
lic rites. The article also speaks of 
an attempt ‘to burn down an evan- 
gelical chapel, and of an assault on 
the mother of a local pastor, when 
she remonstrated with Roman Cath- 
olic youths who broke into the 
chapel. 

In this connection, The English 
Churchman quotes the Rome cor- 
respondent of The Manchester Guar- 
dian as writing recently that: ‘‘the 
Roman Catholic and secular press 
in Italy are giving much attention 
to a pastoral letter issued by Cardi- 
nal Segura of Seville in which he 
raises the question of what tolera- 
tion is to be extended to non- 
Catholics in Spain. 

‘‘Cardinal Segura refers to an 
article in the Spanish Constitution 
of 1945 which grants to every 
Spaniard the right to profess a 
non-Catholic cult and to perform 

(Continued on page 35) 
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ETERNITY FIGHTS 
against RISING COSTS 


This issue marks the beginning of 
Erernity’s fourth year of publication. 
From an ever-increasing number of 
readers we are learning how God has 
blessed the ministry of Erernity to 
many hearts in many lands. This is 
thrilling to us—yet we do humbly 
acknowledge that such fruitfulness is 
not the result of human work but the 
ministration of the Spirit of God. 

Erernity is filling a very real need 
among Christians for a magazine of 
Bible study. To help feed the heart- 
hungry with the milk and meat of the 
Word is the sole purpose of Ererniry’s 
existence. Our prayer, therefore, is that 
nothing shall hinder the continued out- 
reach of God’s blessing through this 
means. 

To do our part in accomplishing this, 
we are staffed with consecrated Chris- 
tian workers. No one makes a profit 
through publication of this magazine. 
As a matter of interest, Dr. Barnhouse 
receives no remuneration whatsoever 
for his Editorial work, nor for the many 
other services he renders The Evangeli- 
cal Foundation, Inc. publishers of 
ETERNITY. 

Our efforts have reached their in- 
evitable limit, and we now ask your 
help in fighting the rising costs of pub- 
lication. Perhaps we should have done 
it sooner, for the means we suggest will 
help many more Christians in their 
growth in grace. 

The price which you paid for this 
copy of Ererniry is exactly the same as 
you would have paid for it in 1947. 
Since that time the cost of paper has 
gone up 15%; charges for printing 
and. binding have gone up 30%; the 
cost of living has advanced 20% and 
this must naturally be reflected in in- 
creased salaries paid to our staff. De- 
spite all this you still get this magazine 
of Bible study for only 25c a copy. 

At the present time we are not plan- 
ning to increase the subscription price 
to compensate for these rising costs. We 
feel it would become proportionately 
more difficult to secure new readers— 
and this could be fatal to the continued 
success of our publication. Growth and 
success go hand in hand. 

Last year the cost of publishing 
ErerNITY was made up as follows: 


Subscription Revenue ............ 76% 
Advertising Revenue ............. 16% 
Profits from Book Sales .......... 3% 
Cpe SRR ies ck. Stes iso ines 5% 
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Lest any of our readers feel that we 
have been extravagant and unbusiness- 
like in running an operational loss, we 
should point out that religious publica- 
tions frequently operate at a loss be- 
cause they seldom command the big 
advertising revenues which other pub- 
lications attract. Last year it was re- 
vealed that The Lutheran, official organ 
of the United Lutheran Church, ran a 
deficit of $92,930. Presbyterian Life, 
published by the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., received a subsidy of $321,000 
in 1952. Most independent religious 
publications are subsidized in one way 
or another unless they are able to at- 
tract large advertising revenues and 
large subscription lists. 


Erernity has neither large advertis- 
ing revenues nor a subsidy. Our oper- 
ating loss this past year together with 
the losses from other years has been 
charged to subscription reserves. 


The alternative to increasing our 
subscription price or continuing to go 
into debt against the future is to find 
other means of increasing revenues so 
that we can operate without loss. These 
means exist and we are outlining them 
here in order that you may help us 
where you can. 


1. BY GETTING MORE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Because certain overhead costs re- 
main fixed regardless of the number of 
subscriptions we receive, one way to 
reduce our operating loss is to increase 
the number of our subscribers. There 
are a number of ways whereby you 
can help us secure additional sub- 
scribers for Erernitry with very little 
effort: 


(a) Recommend Ererniry to your 
Christian friends as a magazine of Bible 
study which will help them to grow 
spiritually. Encourage them in their 
decision by taking their order at once 
and their check and sending it to us 
yourself. Every member of your church 
and Bible class as well as your Chris- 
tian neighbors are good prospects. One 
subscriber recently wrote us: “ETERNITY 
is a real blessing. One issue with 
‘Meditations in the Book of Genesis’ is 
worth more than the yearly subscrip- 
tion.” 

We shall be delighted to have you 
write us to ask for help in presenting 

(Continued on next page) 


Use part or all of ig 
this form to help 
ETERNITY fight rising costs 


------------ a 


ETERNITY 
1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


¥. Enclosed ts $....055505..2204622.. 
piven Ae, gift subscriptions 
($3.00 for one subscription, $5.60 
for two, plus $2.50 each additional 
subscription sent at the same time). 
Reduced rate offer expires May 31, 
1953. Send subscriptions to 











2. Enclosed: is $.............-.cccccc.eossd to 
renew my own subscription when- 
ever it expires. (Take advantage 
of the reduced rates shown above 
if you can include one or more gift 
subscriptions.) 


3. Enclosed is $..........00..00.000000.. for 
C the ETERNITY Gift Fund to help 
make complimentary copies of 
ETERNITY available to Christian 
workers in the field or for (] direct 
reduction of operational loss. 


4. Please send me.......................0.. 
free, sample copies for use in in- 
teresting my Pastor and friends in 
subscribing to ETERNITY. 


5. Please send me.................... free 
subscription forms to encourage my 
Pastor and friends to subscribe to 
ETERNITY without delay. 














RISING COSTS 
(Continued from page 23) 
Ererniry to your friends or church. A 
limited number of back issues are avail- 
able for use as samples. Subscription 
forms also are available. We will send 

any quantity you can use, free. 

(b) If you are reading a friend’s copy 
of Ererniry regularly and can afford 
to subscribe yourself, do so. 

(ce) If you do not know of any persons 
who you feel would subscribe to ETer- 
miry of their own volition, then give 
someone a gift subscription. Every 
Christian friend will appreciate such a 
subscription. 

(ad) If you cannot help by any of the 
means suggested above and have some 
of the Lord’s money which you would 
like used to extend this ministry, send 
a gift to our Ererntry Gift Fund. 
Through this fund we are able to send 
subscriptions to missionaries and other 
Christian workers who need the spir- 
itual help which Erernity can afford 
but who cannot pay the subscription 
price. 

2. BY MENTIONING ETERNITY WHEN 

WRITING OUR ADVERTISERS. 

We stated earlier that Erernrry does 
not have large advertising revenues. 
This is due in part to the fact that we 
do not accept advertising indiscrimi- 
nately in Ererniry. We make every 
effort possible to eliminate those ad- 
vertisers who might be objectionable on 
spiritual, financial, or cultural grounds. 
The advertising which we do accept 
does help pay part of the cost of pub- 
lishing Ererntry, so when you write our 
advertisers, please mention the fact that 
you became interested through read- 
ing Ererntry. This will help them to 
know that the money they spend to 
advertise in Erernity is well spent. 
3. BUY YOUR BOOKS THROUGH 

ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 

Every time you buy a book you 
“give” profit to the store you patronize. 
You do this because they serve you. 
Eternity Book Service is prepared to 
serve you. Moreover every cent of 
profit resulting from your purchase will 
be used toward the cost of publishing 
4. MAKE AN OUTRIGHT GIFT 

The total of the operating loss re- 
sulting from publishing Erernrry during 
the past three years has been $8,600. 
Except for the initial period when 
Ererniry was being launched, we have 
made no appeals for gifts for the work. 
We prefer to have you attempt to help 
us by securing additional subscribers 
and in the other ways suggested above. 
However, if the Lord should lay it on 
your heart at this time to make a gift 
toward reducing this operational loss, 
we shall accept it as from Him and 
thank you for it. Gifts to this end are 
deductible for income tax purposes. 

5. AND ONE LAST THOUGHT 

You can help us, too, by renewing 
your own subscription as soon as you 
receive your first notice of expiration. 
Handling and follow-up of expiration 
notices take time and material. Both are 
expensive these days. Thanks. 
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Sossons 





BY DONALD F. ACKLAND 


APRIL 19, 1953 

Reaching Out from Antioch 
LESSON TEXT: Acts 11:25-26; 14:8-20 
Golden Text: “We are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by 
us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). 

How Christian missions began is a story 
as interesting as it is challenging. The 
young church in Antioch set a standard 
for all other churches: it recognized its 
responsibility toward the unevangelized and 
sacrificed in order to fulfill that obligation. 
It is incomprehensible that any group of 
people claiming the name of Christian 
should repudiate missions; yet the luke- 
warmness of many churches toward this 
greatest of all enterprises is equally hard 
to understand. The example of the early 
believers should convince every church not 
only that evangelism is its task, but also 
that a church’s true progress comes through 
work and witness. 

When we think of Paul we immediately 
link him with missionary service. God 
saved him, we believe, in order to use him 
for the furthering of the Gospel message 
throughout the world. But we need to 
realize that this is true of every born- 
again person. The duty of testimony for 
‘Christ is imposed on every disciple, and 
we fall short of God’s purpose unless we 
play our part, by service and stewardship, 
to speed the message around the world. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

The two verses, Acts 11:25-26, invite us 
to become acquainted with their context. 
Commencing with verse 19 we learn how 
persecution scattered the believers, who 
visited Antioch (Syria) among other 
places, there preaching the Gospel. These 
believers were Jews, but some of them 
had lived in Gentile communities and, in 
complete absence of prejudice, shared the 
Good News with other than Jews. The 
result was a great spiritual ingathering 
and the establishment of the first Gentile 
church. 

News of these events reached Jerusalem, 
and the mother church there chose Barna- 
bas to proceed to Antioch and make on- 
the-spot inquiries. No better choice could 
have been made. The warm-hearted 
Barnabas encouraged the new church so 
that revival blessing continued. The growth 
of this Gentile movement made Barnabas 
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seek a colleague, and his thoughts turned 
to Saul, then in Tarsus, the city of his 
birth. By a personal visit Barnabas per- 
suaded Saul to return with him to Antioch, 
where together they nursed the flock of 
Christ for the period of a year. 

It was at this time that the name Chris- 
tian first came into use. It was applied by 
the people of Antioch who observed the 
manner of life of the believers. Because 
Christ was central in their worship, their 
preaching, their conversation, their whole 
manner of life, they were called Christ's 
ones, or Christians. It was more or less a 
nickname, but it was splendidly appropriate, 
and is a tribute to the Christ-honoring 
testimony of the Antioch church. 


The Beginning of Missions 

Chapter 13 is omitted from pupil mate- 
rial, but teachers will necessarily include 
this chapter in their study. Verses 1-3 
record the setting apart of Barnabas and 
Saul for the work of evangelism and the 
rest of the chapter contains incidents from 
their first missionary journey. After the 
conversion of Sergius Paulus, proconsul at 
Paphos, Saul’s name is given as Paul. This 
has led to the suggestion that he changed 
his name to commemorate this miracle of 
grace, taking the Roman offitial’s name as 
his own. However, it is more probable 
that he already had two names, one Jewish, 
the other Roman; ‘and that because of his 
call to the ministry of the Gospel améng 
the Gentiles he reverted to the name of 
Paul. 

Pupil material takes in Acts 14 :8-20, the 
story of Paul and Barnabas at Lystra. 
Here the apostles were embarrassed by 
pagan superstition, which prompted the 
populace to identify them with two myth- 
ical gods, Jupiter, who ranked first among 
the Greek deities, and Mercury, who was 
considered their messenger. There were 
legends concerning the appearance of the 
so-called gods among men, and the miracle 
on the impotent man stimulated the belief 
that the apostles were divine visitors. 

The preachers had used the common 
Greek which was universally understood 
at that time. They did not understand, 
however, the dialect of Lycaonia, and so 
were entirely unprepared for what fol- 
lowed. Not until the priests led out the 
garlanded beasts for sacrifice did they 
realize that they were to be worshiped as 
gods. 

Observe how they tried to deter these 
heathen people from their purpose, show- 
ing their dismay by rending their clothes, 
insisting that they were men like them- 
selves, and proclaiming the truth of the 
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creating Lord. whose self-revelation in 
nature all should be able to read. Possibly 
the incident would have ended with nothing 
worse than acute disappointment for the 
would-be worshipers. But at that time 
Paul’s Jewish adversaries from Antioch 
(Pisidia) and Iconium came on the scene. 
Exploiting the situation, they stirred the 
crowds against the apostles, who stoned 
Paul and dragged him out of the city. Was 
he dead or only stunned? The latter seems 
to be the explanation, for Paul never 
speaks of having been raised from death. 
However, his testimony had not been in 
vain, for the record tells of “disciples” 
who “stood round about him” (v. 20). 
Among these may have been young Timothy 
(Acts 16:1). 


LESSON PLAN 
1. An Exemplary Church 
a. How it began 
b. Spreading the blessing 
2. The First Missionaries 
a. Preparation and call 
b. Partners in service 
3. The Impact of the Gospel 
a. Blessing bestowed 
b. Opposition aroused 
c. Results achieved 

1. In Romans 10:13-15- Paul gave the 
divine order for the evangelization of the 
world. Men cannot be saved until they 
call on the name of the Lord. They cannot 
call on Him until they believe, and they 
cannot believe unless they hear. To hear, 
they must have a preacher; and there can 
be no preacher unless he is sent. So the 
responsibility is traced back to those who 
should send preachers, namely, the Chris- 
tian churches. 

The story of the church in Antioch, 
Syria, shows the fulfillment of the divine 
purpose. This church came into being as 
the result of persecution in Jerusalem. The 
scattered believers preached as they fled. 
God used their testimony to establish a 
church in Antioch, a Gentile city. While 
it took persecution to stir up the Jerusalem 
church to engage in foreign missions, the 
church in Antioch spontaneously recognized 
its responsibility to share the Good News. 
Sensitive to the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit, it selected its beloved leaders, 
Barnabas and Saul, to be its messengers in 
the world. What Antioch Christians did 
sets the pattern for every truly New Testa- 
ment church. 

2. The two missionaries appointed to this 
task were prepared men. Barnabas had 
given liberally to the Lord’s work (Acts 
4 :36-37), had befriended Saul when under 
suspicion (Acts 9:27), and had revealed a 
pastor’s heart in his bearing toward the 
new church in Antioch (Acts 11:23). Saul, 
as we saw last week, was commissioned 
at his conversion (Acts 9:15), went into 
retreat that he might receive instruction 
of the Holy Spirit, and had a full year’s 
experience in the Antioch church before 
accepting the missionary call. Both men 
were ready for their task. God wants 
readied lives still: men and women who, 
in anticipation of assignments to come, 
train themselves in every necessary way 
for the Lord’s service. 

The part of the Holy Spirit in the ap- 
pointment of Barnabas and Saul is em- 
phasized in the record. The Spirit 
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prompted the church to select them (11:2), 


and the same Spirit directed them in their 
program (11:4). The partnership was not 
only between two men. It included God 
Himself, the church in Antioch, and the 
chosen pair. All were united in a glorious 
fellowship for the salvation of others. Omit 
any one of these partners in missionary 
enterprise and the program is incomplete. 

3. What happened when the apostles 
preached? At least three things. First, 
souls were blessed: Sergius Paulus in 
Paphos, and the impotent man in Lystra. 
Second, opposition was stirred: Elymas 
here, intolerant Jews there, disappointed 
pagans in yet another place. But always 
Satan was behind these demonstrations of 
unbelief and enmity, as he is today. Third, 
results were achieved. Many of the cities 
named in our chapters became the homes 
of New Testament churches from which 
the Gospel was further advanced. That 
is God’s plan still, a plan which needs the 
cooperation of our churches today and of 
individuals within those churches. Who 
will say: “Here am I, send me”? 
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Paul's Conflicts in Corinth 
LESSON TEXT: Acts 18:1, 4-16 
Golden Text: “We endure anything rather 


than put an obstaele in the way of the 
gospel of Christ” (1 Cor. 9:12 RSV). 


The second missionary journey began as 
recorded in Acts 15:36, and teachers are 
recommended to read from this point 
through to 18:22 which concludes the re- 
port of that particular journey. 

For ‘lesson purposes we concentrate on 
chapter 18 which concerns Paul’s ministry 
in Corinth. At many points along his 
itinerary he met with violent opposition, 
as, for example, at Lystra (see last week’s 
lesson) ; but in Corinth evil forces com- 
bined against the Gospel, and our theme 
affords opportunity to consider Paul’s atti- 
tudes in a difficult and dangerous situation 
as well as the power of the Gospel to 
overcome all adversaries. 

Teachers may wish to illustrate this 
lesson with stories of missionary fortitude 
today, e.g., the unwillingness of mission- 
aries in China to abandon their posts even 
when under Communist threat. But Paul’s 
persistence and courage should be applied 
to every Christian’s situation, reminding us 
that we cannot be loyal and quitters at 
the same time, and that the toughest re- 
sistance to Christ and His Gospel must 
yield at last. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

In the world of Paul’s day, Corinth had 
a reputation for corruption of all kinds. 
“The very word ‘to Corinthianize,’ meant 
to play the wanton; nay, the bad reputation 
of the city had become proverbial, even in 
foreign languages, and is immortalized by 
the Latin poets” (Conybeare and How- 
son). Yet Corinth was a strategic place 
so far as the Gospel was concerned. It 
was the political capital of Southern 
Greece, the residence of the Roman pro- 
consul, and a seaport through which flowed 
the commerce of the world. To establish 
the Christian cause in Corinth would not 
only be a triumph for the Gospel but 







would also ‘facilitate the spread of its 
message among all nations. 

On his arrival in the city, it was neces- 
sary that Paul should support himself by 
his own hands, hence his. association with 
Aquila and Priscilla, the tent-makers 
(vs. 2, 3). On the Sabbath, however, he 
visited the Jewish synagogue where he 
proclaimed Christ, and also witnessed be- 
fore the Gentiles. 

Verse 5 marks a change in the apostle’s 
program. Silas and Timothy arrived in 
Corinth from Philippi, bringing with them 
gifts from the Philippian church (2 Cor. 
11:9). This generosity set Paul free from 
the necessity for daily toil and, under the 
constraint of the Holy Spirit, he intensified 
his ministry to the Jews. Their opposition 
was so intense, however, that he was 
obliged to abandon them in favor of the 
Gentiles; but not before he had uttered 
words of solemn warning: “Your blood be 
upon your own heads: from henceforth I 
will go unto the Gentiles.” 


Converts in Corinth 


Paul did not have to look far for a place 
in which to preach. Next to the synagogue 
was the house of Justus, a Gentile (perhaps 
a Roman official) who was a God-fearer, 
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that is, a man who had abandoned pagan- 
ism for the Jewish faith. Like Lydia, this 
man responded to the Gospel and placed 
his home at the disposal of the apostle. 
There Jews and Gentiles met and many 
were brought into the blessing of salva- 
tion, among them being Crispus, chief man 
of the synagogue next door. 

We can understand how these develop- 
ments incensed the Jewish opposition. Paul 
was aware of their hatred, which would 
stop at nothing to silence him; but he was 
given steadfastness of purpose by a vision 
in which God not only assured him of his 
personal safety but also of blessing upon 
his witness, for, said the Lord: “I have 
much people in this city.” So, in spite of 
the fury of the Jews, Paul remained in 
Corinth for eighteen months. 

The Jews would have hesitated to take 
public action against Paul had not a change 
of Roman proconsul encouraged them to 
suppose that they might meet with success. 
Gallio, who came into that office at this 
time, had a reputation for amiability, of 
which the Jews sought to take advantage. 
In their confidence, they brought no ex- 
aggerated charge against the apostle, but 
sought action against him on the ground 
that he was teaching practices contrary to 
their religious law. 

Their hopes were rudely disappointed. 
Gallio rightly disavowed any authority to 
intervene in such matters and ordered them 
out of his presence. The discomfiture of 
the Jews greatly amused the Gentile citi- 
zens of Corinth, with whom the Jews were 


never popular, and taking advantage of 
the situation they seized the new ruler of 
the synagogue, Sosthenes (he cannot posi- 
tively be identified-with the Sosthenes 
mentioned in 1 Cor. 1:1), and man-handled 
him. Gallio did not interfere. Doubtless 
he considered that it served the Jews right, 
and would teach them a lesson. 

So the Lord used a Roman proconsul 
to protect His servant and make it possible 
for Paul to remain in Corinth “yet a good 
while” (v. 18). 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Challenge of a City 
a. A sink. of iniquity 
b. A center of opportunity 
2. The Endurance of the Apostle 
a. Supplying his needs 
b. Facing his enemies 
3. The Protection of the Lord 
a. A vision in the night 
b. Rebuff for his foes 

1, Great cities have played an important 
part in the strategy of divine grace. 
Abraham pleaded for Sodom, Jonah’s 
preaching brought Nineveh to repentance, 
our Lord wept over Jerusalem, and Paul 
fulfilled his greatest ministry in the cities 
of his day. There is something about a 
city with its teeming population, its sor- 
rows, its vices, its glorious possibilities, 
which challenges the servant of God. 

It was so with Corinth. Few cities of 
the ancient world had a worse reputation 
than this great seaport. Paul wrote his 
letter to the Romans from there, and his 
catalog of sins in Romans 1 :24-32 reflects 
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the conditions that prevailed. The apostle 
saw iniquity as rebellion against God: he 
knew the penalty it brought, but he also 
knew a power which could subdue it. The 
very wickedness of Corinth challenged 
Paul to preach the Gospel there. 

Did not the apostle also realize the pos- 
sibilities of Corinth as a center of Chris- 
tian witness? Through its markets thronged 
people from all parts of the world. To 
establish the Gospel there would be to 
reach millions who otherwise might never 
hear. 

2. Convinced of the opportunity which 
Corinth presented, Paul endured much to 
remain there as Christ’s witness. To begin 
with, he had no support but that which he 
could earn with his own hands. So he 
joined forces with Aquila and Priscilla. 
Our Golden Text shows how he deliber- 
ately avoided the acceptance of financial 
help from the Corinthians. In a city where 
commercialism prevailed he determined to 
be free from obligation to those to whom 
he ministered. It was the Philippian church 
which enabled him to devote all his time to 
preaching and teaching by gifts which met 
his material needs. 

Self-denial in service can be compen- 
sated by the appreciation of those for 
whom the service is rendered. But Paul 
had to endure the bitter opposition of those 
he tried to help. If, like some people, 
Paul had quit because the going was hard, 
the cause of Christ would have suffered. 
But he held on regardless. 

3. The apostle’s persistence and courage 
had their reward. God encouraged His 
servant with a promise of personal pro- 
tection and of success for his mission. No 
less truly does He pledge His help to 
those who witness bravely for Him still. 
In our efforts to be faithful in testimony 
and consistent living we may depend upon 
His presence and His prospering blessing. 

How the Lord undertook for His servant 
is a story at once exciting and amusing. 
He used Jewish hatred, which overstepped 
itself, and Roman justice to keep open the 
door of opportunity in Corinth. Opposi- 
tion to the divine purpose may sometimes 
appear to have temporary success; but in 
the end it must fail. The triumph of Paul 
at Corinth foreshadowed the great coming 
triumph of Christ and the Gospel which 
should empower His servants to faithful 
witness at all costs. 
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Building the Church at Ephesus 
LESSON TEXT: Acts 19:8-10; 20:17-27 
Golden Text: “Other foundation can no 
man lay. than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). 

If the background material (Acts 18 :23— 
21:14) is drawn upon for this lesson, it 
affords opportunity for presenting another 
aspect of the opposition encountered by the 
apostle Paul. In Corinth, as we saw last 
week, the chief obstacle to Gospel progress 
was the animosity of the Jews. In Ephesus, 
Gentile business interests, closely allied 
with pagan worship, offered resistance to 
the Christian message. 

Teachers will want to develop this lesson 
so as to provide a link with that which 
follows, in which we shall find Paul in 
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Rome as a prisoner. The apostle’s farewell 
address to the believers of Ephesus (20:17- 
27) will enable this continuity to be estab- 
lished. 

Emphasis will be desirable on the state- 
ment of 19:10 that “all they which dwelt 
in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks.” The outward 
reach of the Gospel is here illustrated, 
suggesting the responsibility of those who 
receive the message to pass it on to ever- 
increasing circles. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Of all the cities that Paul visited in the 
course of fiis missionary journeys, prob- 
ably none présented a greater challenge 
than Ephesus. Beautiful for situation, the 
meeting point of great trade routes, luxuri- 
ating in all the wealth of the ancient world, 
and famed as the center of the worship of 
Diana, Ephesus offered at the same time 
keen resistance to the Gospel message and 
golden opportunities for its extention. It 
was of this city that Paul wrote from 
Corinth: “I will tarry at Ephesus until 
Pentecost. For a great door and effectual 
is opened unto me, and there: are many 
adversaries” (1 Cor. 16:8-9). 

The apostle remained in Ephesus for 
over two years, longer than at any other 
point along his itinerary. His stay was 
divided into two periods. For three months, 
we are told (19:8), he witnessed in the 
synagogue. Paul’s loyalty to his own 
people, and to the principle of “to the Jew 
first,” is one of the major lessons of his 
life. Their unresponsiveness did not dis- 
courage him. Their oppositions did not 
embitter him. His personal practice under- 
scored the truth of his statement: “My 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be saved” (Rom. 10:1). 

Jewish animosity expressed itself with 
speosial bitterness in Ephesus. Those whom 
Paul sought to win were hardened against 
his message, and began to utter libelous 
things against “that way,” that is, the 
Christian Gospel and its followers. Con- 
tinued visits to the synagogue were in- 
advisable; so the apostle sought another 
place for his teaching, and found it in 
the school, or lecture-hall, of Tyrannus. 
Probably this room was hired on a busi- 
ness basis, and Paul had the use of it when 


. the Greek rhetorician was not holding his 


own classes. There the apostle fulfilled the 
second period of his Ephesian ministry, 
which lasted for two years. 


Diana or Christ? 


Out of an abundance of important 
material the story unfolded in 19:21-41 
will perhaps best serve the teacher’s pur- 
pose. It appears that Paul was preparing 
to leave Ephesus when this incident oc- 
curred. It was the season for annual pil- 
grimages to Ephesus to take part in the 
festivities of the goddess Diana, or 
Artemis, a deity whose worship was asso- 
ciated with much immorality. Considerable 
business was done in the sale of replicas 
of the temple of Diana which visitors took 
away with them as souvenirs of their visit 
as well as in a spirit of superstitious 
veneration. 

The men who made and sold these 
miniatures recognized that the success of 


Apri 1953 


Paul’s ministry would ultimately destroy 
their livelihood. This was their chief con- 
cern although they affected pious horror 
at the Christian repudiation of “gods that 
are made with hands.” It was not difficult 
to stir the visiting devotees of the idol to 
a fanatical frenzy; and soon “the whole 
city was filled with confusion.” 

Luke gives us a graphic picture of this 
unruly mob, with the pointed comment: 
“The more part knew not wherefore they 
were come together.” However, two of 
Paul’s friends and fellow-workers were 
seized and carried by the crowd into the 
theater, which was used as a place of pub- 
lic assembly. Paul showed his courage by 
wanting to go to their aid, but he was re- 
strained from a course which was danger- 
ous in the extreme. Apparently, in the 
confusion, charges were made against the 
Jews, one of whom, Alexander, tried to 
make a defense for his people, but was 
unable to make himself heard. 

The town clerk of the city saved the 
situation from ending in disaster by diplo- 
matic words mixed with a warning against 
the consequences of such a disturbance. 
It was a victory for the Gospel; and when 
Pau] left Ephesus it was with the knowl- 
edge that a foundation had been laid for 
lasting witness to Christ in that worldly, 
wicked city. 

When Paul returned to Ephesus (20:17- 
27) it was to take farewell of his friends 
there. He was on his way to Jerusalem 
with the gifts of the Gentile churches, and 
he knew the dangers which awaited him 
there (22-23). His words, therefore, were 
in the nature of a review of his ministry. 
Note specially his phrase “publickly, and 
from house to house” (20). We think 
usually of Paul as a great preacher; but 
here he is presented as a great pastor too. 
His entreaties to receive the Lord Jesus 
were not confined to public occasions, but 
in the privacy of homes he unveiled the 


Gospel .and taught the principles of the 
Christian life. 

We should not overlook the application 
of Paul’s words to his hearers: “Take 
heed therefore unto yourselves”: (28). His 
ministry was offered as.a pattern, not only 
for the workers of the church in Ephesus, 
but also for all who profess Christian 
discipleship. Happy the witness who can 
say: “I have not shunned to declare unto 
you all the counsel of God” (27). 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Challenge of the Gospel 
a. The apostle’s persist 





b. A widening influence 
2. The Resistance of Evil 
a. Religious prejudice 
b. Business interests 
3. The Triumph of the Truth 
a. A mob dispersed 
b. A church established 
1. Our readiness to quit when the going 
gets hard is rebuked by the persistence of 
Paul. He had enough experience of the 
Jews to know that they would not welcome 
his message and would probably try to 
inflame feeling against him. But, in 
Ephesus, he proceeded along established 
lines, and began his witness for Christ 
among the Jews. When the synagogue 
became too hot for him; he continued his 
work elsewhere, hiring a hall where he 
could proceed with his teaching unmolested. 
In a record full of anti-Christian vio- 
lence there are statements which ring with 
success. “So mightily grew the word of 
God and prevailed,” we are told (19:20); 
and, “All they which dwelt in Asia heard 
the word of the Lord Jesus” (19:10). 
Faithfulness paid off, as in Ephesus and 
further afield the Holy Spirit brought con- 
viction to men and thus prepared them for 
the blessing of salvation in Christ. 
2. Paul was invading one of the Devil’s 
strongholds in Ephesus, and a strong re- 
action was to be expected. Satan used 
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religious men to furnish the first hindrances 
to the Gospel: Jews, whose prejudices 
turned them into adversaries of the truth. 
Movements of God’s Spirit have often 
been obstructed by the obstinacies of pious 
people. We need to be careful lest, on the 
plea of conservative caution, we “be found 
even to fight against God” (Acts 5:39). 
More violent was the opposition of big 
business. Those who exploit the frailties 
of their fellows are always ready to be- 
come unscrupulous adversaries of. truth 
and righteousness: metal workers in Ephe- 
sus, distillers and brewers and purveyors 
of pornography today. Let a Christian 
minister offer a challenge in Christ’s name 
to those who destroy character for financial 
gain, and he will quickly arouse the fury 
of the underworld. Demetrius and his 
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crowd used religious slogans to cover their 
true purposes. Words like “fun,” “fellow- 
ship,” “liberty,” and “tolerance” are bandied 
around still by those who want unrestricted 
freedom to undermine health and morals. 

3. Those who contend for God may take 
courage. Paul’s immediate enemies were 
humiliated in Ephesus. Like March’s 
winds, the angry mob “came in like a lion 
and went out like a lamb.” If only the 
Lord’s people would more often take their 
stand for right against wrong such vic- 
tories would often be repeated. 

But Paul’s faithfulness in Ephesus had 
lasting results for the kingdom of God. 
In that center of vice and superstition, a 
great church was planted. Read Ephesians 
6:11-13, for this is the record of Paul’s 
own experience in Ephesus. And then read 
Ephesians 1:20-23 which declares God’s 
purposes, which the opposition of men not- 
withstanding, He will most surely fulfill. 


MAY 10, 1953 

Paul Under Guard in Rome 
LESSON TEXT: Acts 28:14b-24, 30-31 
Golden Text: “We know that all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according 
to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

In the opening sentences of his letter to 
the Romans, Paul expressed a deep desire 
to visit the city of Rome and have fellow- 
ship with the Christians there (Rom. 1: 
9-12). When at length he did reach the 
imperial city, it was as a prisoner; a 
strange answer, it might seem, to the long- 
ings of his heart. But when he wrote from 
Rome to some of his friends in Philippi 
he expressed himself not in terms of dis- 
appointment, but of glad fulfillment. “The 
things which happened unto me,” he wrote, 
“have fallen out rather unto the further- 
ance of the gospel” (Phil. 1:12). 

Paul explained to the Philippians what 


“he meant. Through his imprisonment he 


had made contact with soldiers of Caesar’s 
court, releasing an influence for Christ 
which had penetrated into the palace itself. 
Moreover, seeitig that he had continued his 
witness though a prisoner, Roman believers 
had become more aggressive in testimony. 
Hence Paul refused to view his detention 
as a disaster, but saw in it the providential 
working of God. 

There are two lessons, then, which must 
be emphasized in our presentation of this 
lesson: (1) that God causes what look like 
setbacks to contribute to the development 
of His program; and (2) that we best 
serve Him when we refuse to be dis- 
couraged by apparent disasters, and through 
His help, transform them into new op- 
portunities for service. Additional to the 
opportunities for witness which Paul stated 
in Philippians 1:12-14 was the development 
of his written ministry. Unable to travel, 
Paul wrote letters to churches and indi- 
viduals, and these are included in our New 
Testament as priceless spiritual treasures. 
Future lessons will make use of material 
from these so-called prison epistles. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Read Acts 25-28 for necessary back- 
ground to this lesson. The pupil material 
skips the appearances of Paul before 
Festus and Agrippa, the beginning of the 


voyage to Rome, the shipwreck on Melita 
(Malta), and opens with the apostle’s ar- 
rival in Italy on the last lap of his 
journey. 

An important verse is 25:11 which 
records Paul’s appeal to Caesar. Fearing 
an indefinite detention at Caesarea, since 
the representatives of Rome were more 
concerned to placate the Jews than to ad- 
minister justice, the apostle exercised the 
right of Roman citizenship which entitled 
him to be tried before the emperor himself. 
How his family acquired the honor of 
citizenship we do not know, but clearly 
they were among the eminent people of 
Tarsus, a Roman colony. s 

In the spirit of our Golden Text, teach- 
ers may want to make brief reference to 
the preservation of Paul's life in the inci- 
dent of the storm and shipwreck. There 
was given him the confidence that he 
would reach Rome and appear before 
Caesar (27:24). In this we may see the 
controlling hand of God. His life was 
also preserved from snake poisoning 
(28:3-5). Whether we view these things 
as accidental or as manifestations of 
Satanic opposition, the conclusion we reach 
is that God’s servants are immortal until 
their work is done. 

A happy incident is recorded in 28:15. 
Paul and the other prisoners, with their 
guard, had disembarked at Puteoli, about 
130 miles from Rome. The remaining 
distance had to be covered on foot; and as 
Paul journeyed he would doubtless learn 
of the evil deeds of the emperor Nero, 
whose true character was being revealed at 
this time. He needed something to raise 
his spirits, for the hope of obtaining justice 
in Rome diminished as the horrible story 


_of Nero was unfolded. Paul found the 


encouragement he needed when, at two 
points along the road—the Market of 
Appius and the Three Taverns—groups 
of Christians came out from Rome to meet 
him., He had written, “I long to see you” 
(Rom. 1:11), and now his desire was 
fulfilled. 
A Preacher in Chains 

It was doubtless in recognition of Paul’s 
character, and of the service he had rend- 
ered on the ill-fated voyage, that he was 
not treated like a common prisoner but 
granted “free custody.” Possibly some 
Christian in Rome gave him hospitality. 
There Paul enjoyed certain comforts, but ” 
was never without surveillance, a member 
of the praetorian guard being in constant 
attendance upon him. 

Note how to the last the apostle gave 
first opportunity to the Jews to hear his 
message (17). Probably we have only a 
summary of what he said to them at his 
first interview; but he made it clear that 
the issue involved was the fulfillment of 
Messianic promise (20). By way of reply, 
the Jews of Rome disclaimed any knowl- 
edge of charges against him; although they 
knew that the “sect” he represented was in 
ill repute. However, they were open-minded 
enough to want to hear his own story. 

Accordingly, on a stated day, the Jews of 
Rome visited Paul’s lodging to hear him 
at length. Using the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, he sought to convince them that 
Jesus was indeed the Messiah (23). The 
debate lasted a whole day, with what can- 
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not have been very satisfactory results. 
The belief mentioned on the part of some 
(24) does not appear to have been saving 
faith but only intellectual. assent. The 
apostle rebuked them for their lack of 
spiritual perception and declared his in- 
tention of turning to the Gentiles. So, for 
two years, while he awaited the summons 
to appear before the emperor, Paul con- 
tinued to evangelize among all who visited 
him. 


LESSON PLAN 

1. God’s Overruling Providence 
o. The spell of Rome 
b. By way of Jerusalem 
c. Dangers overcome 

2. Paul’s Unflagging Zeal 
o. To the Jew first 
b. Shut in but not shut up 
c. His pen for God 

1. Paul’s longing to visit Rome is ex- 
pressed in Romans 1. The spell of the 
great city can be understood. There were 
believers there already, whom Paul de- 
sired to minister to. (How did the Gospel 
reach Rome? Read Acts 2:10.) As a 
great Gospel strategist he recognized the 
importance of Rome in the progress of 
Christianity. It was said: “All roads lead 
to Rome.” But they led from Rome, too, 
and along them the saving news might 
travel to the ends of the earth. 

When Paul went to Jerusalem, carrying 
with him the gifts of the Gentile churches 
to the Jerusalem believers, it looked as 
though his desire would never have ful- 
fillment. In the Holy City he was nearly 
killed, and though he escaped, it was as a 
prisoner. Long detention at Caesarea 
seemed to postpone indefinitely the hope 
of seeing Rome; but the very delay con- 
tributed to the fulfillment of the apostle’s 
longing. Realizing that he could not ex- 
pect justice in Palestine, he exercised his 
prerogative as a Roman citizen and de- 
manded to be tried before the emperor 
himself. 

Physical hazards then threatened Paul’s 
program: the storm at sea, the shipwreck 
on Malta, the snake bite. But God’s care 
was evident. What a commentary we have 
on Romans 8:28 in this amazing story! 

2. We must recognize the primary part 
played by the providence of God in Paul’s 
life. Yet recognition must also be given 
to the apostle’s willing co-operation in the 
divine plan. His zeal never diminished, 
and no setback was permitted to discour- 
age him. Arrived in Rome, he followed 
his usual course, although the enmity of 
the Jerusalem Jews had occasioned his 
imprisonment and the hardships which fol- 
lowed. Inviting the Jews of Rome to his 
room of detention, he gave them the op- 
portunity to hear and believe the Gospel. 

When they failed to respond, but went 
from him arguing among themselves, Paul 
opened his heart to all who would come. 
He was God’s shut-in, but nothing could 
make him shut up. As a sample of his 
ministry at this time read the epistle to 
Philemon. The runaway slave, brought to 
Paul in his room, was there won for Christ 
and returned to his master as a brother 
beloved. How many others found the 
Saviour during those two years we do not 
know. 

The lessons which follow will introduce 
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us to another phase of Paul’s ministry 
while detained in Rome—his letters. 
Though he could not travel, his writings 
were not thus restrained; and what he 
wrote under the inspiration of the Spirit 
of God not only penetrated into remote 
parts of his contemporary world, but has 
crossed the centuries, and brings blessing 
to men and women still. Here is an im- 
pressive example of a life dedicated to God 
and devoid of self, and so abundantly used 
for glorious purposes. It is an example to 
follow. 


MAY 17, 1953 
Living as Christians 

LESSON TEXT: Thessalonians 1:1; 5:1-11,14-23 
Golden Text: “God hath not appointed us 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live 
together with him” (1 Thess. 5:9-10). 

Today we begin a study of Paul’s letters 
which will carry us through to the end of 
September. Among many important em- 
phases, teachers will keep the three fol- 
lowing principally in mind: (1) Paul the 
writer, whose sufferings for Christ fur- 
nish the dramatic background to his 
letters; (2) the circumstances in the 
various churches addressed which gave 
point to the contents of the letters; and 
(3) the important teaching contained in 
the letters, sometimes of temporary appli- 
cation, but in the main relevant to Chris- 
tian living in all centuries. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Paul’s letters to the Christians of Thes- 
salonica are the earliest of his writings. 
The immediate occasion of the first epistle 
is stated in 3:1-6. The apostle’s visit to 
Thessalonica had resulted in many con- 
versions, specially among the Gentiles, but 
the Jewish opposition had been particularly 
bitter (Acts 17:1-10). Accordingly, Paul 
had left the city, proceeding to Athens and 
then on to Corinth. From the former place, 
Timothy was sent to Thessalonica to deal 
with serious conditions which existed there, 
and he rejoined Paul in Corinth, bringing 
with him news which prompted the apostle 
to write what we know as the First Epistle 
to the Thessalonians. 

It was natural that Paul should associate 
Timothy’s name with his own in the open- 
ing greeting (1:1), together with that of 
Silvanus (Silas) who had been his com- 
panion on his second missionary journey. 
In the remainder of the first chapter, Paul 
commended the Thessalonian believers for 
their loyalty, which had become widespread 
knowledge among the churches of Mace- 
donia and Achaia. 

In chapter 2, Paul sought to answer some 
of the charges made against him by un- 
believing Jews, who were still troubling 
the Thessalonian Christians. These are 
summarized in verse 3. The closing verses 
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of chapter 2 and the whole of chapter 3 
relate the apostle’s we ere and re- 
state his solicitude for the believers in 
Thessalonica. 

All this has been more or less prelimi- 
nary to the apostle’s main purpose in writ- 
ing, which emerges in the two closing 
chapters. In 4:1-12 he dealt with the 
danger of moral laxity which threatened 
these recent converts from paganism, still 
living in a heathen community. Then 
Paul proceeded to correct certain specula- 
tions concerning the coming again of the 
Lord Jesus which were creating mischief. 
Belief in Christ’s imminent return was 
coupled with the erroneous teaching that 
those who had already died would miss the 
blessings of this glad event. Paul insisted 
this was not so: All believers, whether 
alive or dead, would share in the triumph 
of that day. 


Rules for Life 


So Paul came to his last chapter. Evi- 
dently the Thessalonians had addressed a 
question to him concerning the time of 
Christ’s return. This he regarded as an 
unnecessary question; it had already been 
answered by our Lord Himself (Mt. 24: 
36-44). Making use of the Lord’s own 
figure, Paul said that the day of the Lord 
would come “as a thief in the night.” The 
time of the coming was not revealed. but 
the fact of the coming was; therefore it 
should not take the Thessalonians by sur- 
prise. What mattered was to be ready— 
wakeful, watchful, workful. So the longed- 





for day would not be one of wrath but of 
salvation (v. 9). 

Then the apostle followed with a series 
of practical counsels, illustrating what it 
means to be ready for the coming of the 
Lord. In 12-15 he dealt more specifically 
with conditions within the church: respect 
for leaders, harmony among the member- 
ship, discipline for transgressors, kindli- 
ness and consideration for all. Then in 
16-22 his counsels were more personal ex- 
horting to joyous testimony, prayerfulness 
mingled with gratitude, submission to the 
Holy Spirit’s leadings, discernment con- 
cerning doctrine, and tenacious loyalty 
toward the truth. Finally they were to 
“abstain from all appearance of evil” (22), 
a standard for Christians of every age. 

These injunctions Paul concluded with a 
prayer for the Thessalonians (23) that 
each of them, “spirit and soul and body” 
(the whole man), might be “preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Correspondence of Paul 
a. Its immediate mission 
b. Its abiding message 
2. The Coming of the Lord 
a. Misunderstandings corrected 
b. The fact reaffirmed 
3. The Conduct of Christians 
a. Within the church 
b. In personal living 
1. Our New Testament contains thirteen 
epistles written by Paul, nine addressed to 
churches, and the other four to individuals. 
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Each letter had an immediate purpose. It 
is this which gives them dramatic interest. 
They were not written as doctrinal treatises 
for general information, but were living 
contributions to actual situations, some- 
times praising, sometimes chiding, but al- 
ways speaking with the authority of the 
Holy Spirit in the conveyance of imperish- 
able truth. 

The value of Paul’s epistles to us today 
depends upon a number of facts. They 
throw light, for example, on the person- 
ality of the writer and afford important 
information on conditions in the early 
Church. But there are perhaps two out- 
standing factors which give abiding worth 
to what Paul wrote: (1) the persistence 
in our day, in the world and in the 
churches, of circumstances similar to those 
which prompted Paul’s epistles; and (2) 
the unchanging nature of truth. As the 
greatest expositor of the Gospel, who wrote 
under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul 
remains the greatest authority on the doc- 
trines of our New Testament faith. 

2. Much of this first letter to the Thes- 
salonians is concerned with the doctrine of 
Christ’s return. Those who reject or 
relegate this belief to a position of un- 
importance must reckon with the fact that 
Paul had evidently taught it as funda- 
mental doctrine to the Thessalonian be- 
lievers. Although, after his departure, the 
converts had become mixed in their think- 
ing on this doctrine, Paul did not on that 
account teil them to forget all about it. 
He would have had little patience with 
some today who discard the Second Com- 
ing because its truth has been distorted and 
abused in certain quarters. What Paul did 
was to correct the ideas of the Thessa- 
lonians and then to reaffirm the doctrine. 

Jesus is coming again—oi this Paul had 
no doubt. We do not know when He will 
come—this the apostle emphasized in terms 
which echoed the Lord Jesus Himselé. His 
coming will be unexpected as to its precise 
moment—reason enough, Paul argued, why 
Christians should be on the alert. The fact 
of His coming should influence Christian 
behavior—because we do not know the 
hour we must live so that there will be no 
shame on our part when He comes. 

3. Giving practical application to his 
teaching, Paul indicated some of the areas 
in which Christian people can ready them- 
selves for the Lord’s appearing. He began 
with the church; for how can a church 
which is at disagreement among its mem- 
bers be prepared for the coming of the 
Lord from Heaven? Not only did he de- 
mand mutual forbearance and love, with 
special emphasis upon attitudes toward 
those in responsibility; but he also indi- 
cated the duty of discipline in church 
relationships. Paul knew the danger to a 
church when it became tolerant toward 
evil in its own circle as well as in the 
world. 

Paul’s code of behavior was next applied 
to individuals. Perhaps his most search- 
ing requirement was his last: “Abstain 
from all appearance of evil.” If we are 
willing to submit our conduct to this test 
we shall have a good testimony to bear 
to the world, a worthy contribution to 
make to our church, and be ready for the 
Lord’s appearing whenever that may be. 
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The Dawn of World Redemption. A 
Survey of the History of Salvation in 
the Old Testament. Erich Sauer, 
author. Foreword by F. F. Bruce. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 186 p. 
Appendices. Index. $3.00. 


The Triumph of the Crucified. A Survey 
of the History of Salvation in the New 
Testament. Erich Sauer, author. Fore- 
word by A. Rendle Short. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co. 200 p. In- 
dices. $3.00. 

Evangelicals around the world have 
hailed these books with enthusiastic 
commendation. They are altogether 
worthy of such a reception. This kind of 
book appears only once in a generation 
and has the quality to remain of value 
for generations to come. Already this 
two-volume work has been translated 
into Dutch, Swedish, and Norwegian, as 
well as English, and other translations 
are being prepared. The English trans- 
lation by G. H. Lang reads very well, 
and the author, who has a competent 
knowledge of English, declares it to be 
“a splendid and most reliable trans- 
lation.” 

Erich Sauer is Principal of Wiedenest 
Bible School in Rhineland, West Ger- 
many. His work is scholarly and of high 
academic standard and yet set forth in 
a manner both delightful and intelligible 
even to the mind untrained in theology. 
The author has both a profound knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures and an unusual 
insight into their meaning. 

These two books trace the history of 
salvation in both Old and New Testa- 
ments. In so doing, they give the reader 
a splendid survey of the whole Bible, 
showing the ways of God with men 
from past eternity to eternity to come. 
Although covering ground that is famil- 
iar to the Bible student, there is nothing 
trite about a single sentence in these 
volumes, and new concepts are brought 
to light on almost every page. There is 
a freshness about these studies that 
make them stimulating to the mind and 
heart of the thoughtful reader. So thor- 
oughly grounded in the Scripture are 
they, with 2,200 Scripture references 
in the volume on the Old Testament, 
and 3,700 Scripture references in the 
volume on the New, that they serve to 
strengthen and confirm one in the faith. 

The preacher reader will rejoice in the 
abundance of sermonic material in hom- 
iletic form in these books. Sometimes 
whole chapters are so outlined as to 
provide a logical treatment.of an im- 
portant Biblical theme. But throughout 


the volumes there are short, thought- 
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compelling outlines, offering the basis 
for further study and enlargement. At 
the end of The Triumph of the Crucified 
there is an index of ninety such outlines 
in that volume alone. Although there is 
no such index in The Dawn of World 
Redemption, the outlines are equally 
numerous and can easily be located. 

These outlines are of value not only 
to the preacher but to all who desire 
suggestions for private Bible study. 

The purchase of these books is an 
investment that will yield much profit. 
They can stand reading and re-reading. 
No one can give them careful attention 
without being greatly enriched in his 
knowledge of the Word of God and in 
his appreciation of the grace of God. 

H.W.O. 
Expository Notes on the Prophet Isaiah. 

H. A. Ironside. Loizeaux Brothers, 

1952. 369 p. $3.75. . 

This is a book of expository lectures 
on Isaiah delivered by Dr. Ironside dur- 
ing the last few years of his life. Prob- 
ably it is his last work. The introduction 
tells the story of its origin, the first half 
dictated by Dr. Ironside; the last, tape 
recordings of his lectures; edited after 
his death. The book represents the 
famous Bible teacher at his mellowed 
best. 

There are comments on each chapter 
of Isaiah. While some are very brief, 
hardly more than a paraphrase, others 
are more full, and frequently give the 
meaning of the passage in simple lan- 
guage, just as the author used to do in 
his lectures throughout the world. The 
pithy applications at each chapter end 
are always helpful. JIB.G. 


The Gospels Translated Into Modern 
English. J. B. Phillips. The Macmillan 
Company. 240 p. $2.75. 

The Gospels Translated Into Modern 
English, is a companion volume to Letters 
to Young Churches, J. B. Phillips, trans- 
lator. As in the former volume, we have 
here the language of the New Testament 
presented’ to us in the latest English 
idiom. The vibrant English of this trans- 
lation captures for the reader the vibrant 
feeling of the original Greek. 

As an illustration showing how Phil- 
lips retains the full flavor of the Greek, 
we cite his paraphrase of John 1:1-5. 

“At the beginning God expressed 

Himself. That Personal expression 

was with God and was God, and He 

existed with God from the begin- 
ning. All creation took place through 

Him and none took place without 

Him. In Him appeared life and this 

life was the light of mankind. The 


Light still shines in the darkness, 
and. the darkness has never put it 
out.” 

From an editorial point of view this 
volume is difficult to use since it is im- 
possible to turn to an exact verse, verses | 
being indicated only at the beginning of 
each paragraph. It would have been well . 
for the publishers to have placed verse 
marks in small type opposite the lines 
where the verses begin. 

From a theological point of view there 
are some things to be desired. As in 
Letters to Young Chuches, Phillips fol- 
lows the scholarship of higher criticism. 
In his introductions to each of the Gos- 
pels he gives evidence of following the 
views of modern Biblical criticism. In 
Matthew and Luke he omits any record 
of the genealogies of Christ. They may 
have been omitted for easier reading, but 
we feel that the reader, unfamiliar with 
the Gospels, should have been briefed 
by a footnote that they do exist. 

With these criticisms in mind, this re- 
viewer suggests that The Gospels Trans- 
lated Into Modern English is a valuable 
edition for the student’s library. 


R.LK. 


Choice Sermon Notes. Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. Edited by David O. Fuller. 
yy Rapids, Mich., Zondervan. 215 p. 

95. 

This is the second book of sermon out- 
lines from the great Gospel orator of 
London. The sermons condensed here are 
great and thrilling sermons, permitting 
us to see Spurgeon’s great power to start 
with the Scripture and move with or- 
derly development into Christian doctrine 
and Christian teaching. Dr. Fuller has 
done a great service in presenting these 
condensations. Illustrations from various 
sources have been included with each 
outline; one might wish that the editor 
had taken more of the illustrations from 
Spurgeon himself. 

These are only the skeletons of ser- 
mons, but they are the skeletons of giant 
sermons; it took a giant of the pulpit to 
preach them. This book will be of inter- 
est to ministers, teachers, and conse- 
crated laymen to show the development 


The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 
be purchased through Eternity 
Book Service, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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of doctrine; it is a good help to Bible 
study. Perhaps its greatest use will be 
to show youth leaders and Sunday school 
teachers ways in which Christian truth 
can be taught; some of the sermons 
would be excellent outlines for a series 
of studies. 

This book will provide the minister 
with examples of how a master ap- 
proaches his subject. But let him not 
yield to the temptation to take one of 
these sermons when he is unable to 
create one of his own. No sermon outline 
is a substitute for the personal searching 
of the Scriptures that enables the min- 
ister to develop the truth that God would 


have him preach to this particular con- 
gregation on this specific Sunday. 
RFS. 


The Faith. A Symposium of Bible Doc- 
trine, by Frederick A. Tatford. Fleming 
H. Revell Company. 359 p. $5.00. 

This volume, composed of some 
twenty-five chapters and four appen- 
dices, and written by twenty-nine evan- 
gelical leaders in the British Empire, 
makes no pretense of being an exhaus- 
tive treatise on Systematic Theology. It 
must not be inferred, however, from the 
Editor’s foreword that these studies are 
elementary or superficial, for we have 
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Round notes. 


(C) THE NEW CRUSADE SONGS — 
We've sold over 100,000 copies of this popular book. 107 
great songs and choruses. Reinforced manila binding. Round 


notes 





ORDER FROM: 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1528 NORTH THIRD STREET HARRISBURG, PA. 











Easter. 





THE 100 TEXTS 
by T. C. Hammond 


A complete handbook on the controversy 
with the Church of Rome. We have diffi- 
culty in keeping this book in stock. 
Order early if you wish a copy for 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
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been given an adequate and satisfying 
treatment of the great doctrines of our 
faith, which will present the doctrines 
from a Biblical viewpoint. 

The work is presented from the 
conservative evangelical position. The 
eschatological view presented is that of 
pre-tribulation premillennialism. 

The usefulness of the work is en- 
hanced by the addition of a complete 
subject index, an index to more than 
two thousand Scripture references, and, 
of even more value, a bibliography of 
works presenting the evangelical view 
for each subject presented. 

This volume will be helpful and stim- 
ulating to students of Scripture of. long 
standing, and particularly helpful to 
younger Christians who are seeking a 
comprehensive knowledge of Biblical 
theology. The Faith should prove to be 
both rewarding and satisfying. 

JDP. 


Mountains Singing. Sana Morrison Bar- 
low. Chicago, Moody Press, 1952. 338 p., 
chart, glossary. $3.00. 

Here is a fascinating account of a 
modern missionary enterprise among the 
islands of the Pacific. It is the story of 
Gospel recordings in the Philippines, but 
it reads like a tale of thrilling adventure. 
The writer is gifted with a rare ability to 
describe vividly people, places, and ex- 
periences. Very few missionary books are 
so well written. It is delightful reading. 

At the same time one is thrilled by the 
record of complete dedication to the will 
of God on the part of the missionaries 
whose work is pictured in this book. 
One’s faith is stimulated by the mani- 
fest working of God in behalf of their 
ministry. 

The author states that it was her 
purpose and prayer that this might be 
“a book with a message God can use.” 
There can be no doubt that that purpose 
and prayer have been fulfilled. No one 
who reads this can escape the blessing 
that comes from its testimony to God’s 
ability to keep His promises and to 
answer the prayers of His people. 

H.W.O. 


Bible Characters, by Alexander Whyte, 
D.D. Zondervan Publishing House. 
2 vols. $12.50 per set. 

More than a_ generation ago six 
volumes from the pen of Alexander 
Whyte, one of the outstanding preach- 
ers of the British Isles, made their 
appearance. They at once proved to be 
such a. source of blessing and knowl- 
edge that the set went through a num- 
ber of editions. A new edition of the old 
six-volume set, complete and unabridged 
in two volumes, is now offered to the 
public in this recent reprint. 
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In one hundred and twenty-six chap- 
ters Whyte has dealt with the biog- 
raphy of well over a hundred individuals 
from Scripture, and in thirty-three more 
has given an exposition of those char- 
acters who appear in our Lord’s 
parables, thus giving us this exposition 
of the parables themselves. The work 
thus includes a biography of almost all 
of the characters one meets in Scripture. 

Since no one can be a serious student 
of the Scriptures who is not familiar 
with the individuals about whose lives 
so much of Scripture is written, and 
since this work has long been consid- 
ered the outstanding work of its kind, 
we can be grateful that the set, out of 
print and unobtainable, is again avail- 
able to enrich our study and fire our 
devotion. Although the binding may ap- 
pear to be cheap in view of the cost of 
the set, the investment will be repaid by 
the richness of the contents. J.D.P. 


The Tithe. George A. E. Salstrand. 
Baker Book House, 1952. 53p. 85c. 
This is not an attempt to impose a 

legalistic system upon those glorying in 

the freedom of grace. It is, however, a 

sane and scholarly approach to tithing 

as the minimum standard for Christian 
giving. 

Tithing is traced historically in a re- 
port on the giving of the Egyptians, 
Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks, and 
Romans. The tenth is traced back to 
Cain and Abel and through the Old 
Testament to Malachi. The example and 
teaching of Christ, Paul, and the Church 
fathers is also given on the subject. 

The subject is summarized by a very 
practical conclusion of eight reasons for 
tithing. 

Both minister and layman will find 
this an excellent addition to study, 
home, or church library. W.AM. 








Robert R. Fritsch 


Emeritus Professor, English Bible 
Muhlenberg College 


@ April 1—Evangelical Congregational 
Church, Bethlehem, Penna.; April 3 
(Afternoon) Zion Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, Allentown, Penna.; 
(Evening) St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Allentown, Penna.; April 5—Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Palmerton, Penna.; 
April 12 through 19—Mennonite Church, 
Pretty Prairie, Kansas; April 23, 27— 
Lutheran Church, Ephrata, Penna.; April 
25—Youth Fellowship, Evangelical Con- 
gregational Church, Hamburg, Penna.; 
April 26—Grace Evangelical Church, Al- 
lentown, Penna.; April 28-30—Bible 
Conference, Church of God, Westmins- 
ter, Md. 
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(Mark 6:32-44) 


Your support—however great 
or small—is of utmost impor- 
tance to many _ evangelical 
churches, pastors and other 
Christian workers in foreign 
lands. Will you give—sacrifi- 
cially—to help keep aid flowing 
abroad? Every need has been 
investigated and we make no 
deductions from your gifts. 


(Gifts are deductible for income tax 
purposes) 


Send all checks and gifts to: 
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1716 Spruce Street, Phila. 3, Pa. 
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weeks. Many students experience the ° 
thrill of their first publisher’s check 
before they finish the course. Lose no 
time! Send for descriptive circular and 
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VAN KAMPEN PRESS 
BOOK SUGGESTIONS 





[] ARCHAEOLOGY AND BIBLE 
HISTORY 
by Joseph P. Free 
This book is intended to serve 
the student of Bible archaeol- 
ogy, the Sunday school teacher, 
the minister and evangelist, the 
layman who wants to study 
deeper, and the department of. 
eer and instructors in 

Bible we and Bible histor: 

in Christian schools. Clot 
bound, 416 pages. .......... $5.00 


[] MODERN SCIENCE AND 


CHRISTIAN FAITH 

by The American Scientific Af- 
filiation (Revised). This excel- 
lent volume appears in text- 
book size with a chapter on 
every major science. An excel- 
lent book for young ple of 
high school and ege ‘ifs 
levels. Cloth, 336 By * 


[] LIFE BEGINS—ROMANS 

by Roy L. Laurin 

Starting with the Epistle to the 
Romans, Dr. Laurin shows that 
the Apostle Paul is not un- 
familiar with the truths of the 
goepe that Life cannot begin 
without Christ dwelling within. 
530 pages, cloth. $3.50 


[) ESTHER (AN EXPOSITION) 


The J. Vernon McGee 
The very interesting account of 
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Persia, is one that many Bible 
readers have overlooked. 76 
pages, cloth bound. ........ $1.50 


THE LORD FROM HEAVEN 
by Sir Robert Anderso 

Books by this well- skeows 
author of a previous generation 
are in wide demand. THE LORD 
FROM HEAVEN ‘deals specifi- 
cally with the Deity of Christ 
as revealed in the Word of God. 
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...a full week at beautiful Winona Lake, Indiana! 


YOU ... together with someone of your choice 

. .. May enjoy all the blessings of a great Bible conference 
this summer, at one of the world’s largest and best known 
conference grounds, at no expense to either of you! 














Free accommodations for two at Winona Hotel, 
Winona Lake, Indiana, during Moody Bible Institute 
conference, July 12-19, will be provided for all those 
who qualify. This includes room and meals for one 
week—plus travel allowance of $50.00. 
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all orders in pastor's name, etc.) MOODY NTHLY Chicago 10, Il. 


3. Person who sends in the most one-year : 
subscriptions postmarked not later than 
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case of tie, one sending most new orders 
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Enclosed is $______for___subscription orders. (Rate: $2.00 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 22) 


religious ceremonies in public. He 
states (as quoted in an ecclesiasti- 
cal paper here) : ‘If this article has 
been expressly and publicly ap- 
proved by the Holy See it would be 
valid and would have to be observed 
by all Catholics. But there are more 
than sufficient reasons for doubting 
whether any such approval has been 
given. Certainly the Spanish Clergy 
has never been informed about it.’ ’’ 


CHURCH AND STATE IN ITALY 

On several occasions we have 
pointed out that countries like Italy, 
which were in the old Roman Em- 
pire, will never go Communistic, 
but that we may expect the rightist 
trend to continue in them. A Rome 
correspondent describing the recent 
national Congress of the Christian 
Democrat Party, which will be the 
mainstay of the Democratic alliance 
in the coming general elections, 
stresses the unity of the party. On 
the last day of the Congress there 
was a discussion of relations between 
Church and State. 

Signor Gonela, the secretary of the 
party, made a remarkable statement 
that as a party of Christian inspira- 
tion the Christian Democrats could 
not admit the old formula of separa- 
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tion between Church and State: 
‘*Distinetion, yes, but not separa- 
tion; rather coordination and vital 
collaboration. ’’ 


CALIFORNIA CARDINAL 


At the time of the recent con- 
sistory in which the Pope created 
24 new cardinals, United States Am- 
bassador to Italy, Ellsworth Bunker, 
stood at the right hand of Arch- 
bishop McIntyre when he received 


his notification. In his speech of 
thanks Cardinal MelIntyre said, 
‘‘The non-Catholic people of Cali- 
fornia and the archdiocese of Los 
Angeles join heartily with. -their' 
Catholic brothers in acknowledging 
with appreciation the recognition 
that has come to their fair south- 
land.’’ I am sure this will be of 
interest to many of the ‘‘non-Catho- 
lic people of California’? whom I 
know! 





NEW CHURCH SCHOOL INTEREST 


Parents, educators, churches, missionary 
societies and psychologists everywhere use 
and endorse these books. In each “Our 
World” book there is a family unit, their 
home, their means of transportation, the 
animals of their community, their costumes; 
and accurate pictures of the little neighbor 
on the other side of the world. 
As the figures are cut out 





Children Learn to Love Our World and 
Its Neighbors Through OUR WORLD Cut-Outs 


Parents and teachers return for more, and 
different countries, Here is a sense of accom- 
plishment for the child that is so satichring 
they want to pee it again. Collections of 
family groups from all over the world are 
enjoyed in thousands of homes. Displays in 
Church Schools are centers of interest for 
parents and pupils alike, 
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(held firmly upright by the Countries Available ! writes: * 
little wings on the foot of r cause ‘Our World’ Cut-Outs 
. North Amer. Indians presents learning in such a 
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the reverse side, it becomes Japan Switzerland _refreshing to the teacher 
fixed in the child’s mind Arabia Israel HELEN MOREY, pone 
that these are individuals India Africa Librarian, Lockport, N. Y., 
much like himself, with the Sienes Medee says: “Children like to cut 
same problems and just out and play with 
slightly different answers. Netherlands typical family scenes which 
Wt fertain and at the 
Working with the figures Eskimos of Alaska ‘ale a an pall ce tae 





aids memory retention as no 
amount of story telling can do. 

The accurate color reproductions inspire 
him with a true picture and the pertinent 
facts that accompany the cut out will be 
firmly fixed in the child’s consciousness for 
the rest of life. 

In each book there are 30 to 40 different 
pieces to be cut out to create the family 
scene; the house is so designed that it can be 
assembled into a small structure that stands 
complete with an inside and outside. The 
small cart or carriage or car is designed to 
be assembled. So simply designed that any 
child can perform entire operation alone. 

Special Introductory Offer 

Full color map of the world FREE with first 3 or 
more Our World Cut-Out Books. 


This big 38”x50” map is only given with first 
order and not available through book stores. 
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ing the accredited Elliot Method of teaching. 
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vides for safe, generous return on 
your investment. 





an 
eternal 
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You can receive per- 
sonal satisfaction by 
knowing your invest- 
ment will be used 100% in the 
training of young men and women 
for Christian service. 
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SRUNCOVER SPIRITUAL RICHES— 
USE QUESTION AND ANSWER METHOD 
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by Keith L. Brooks 











* Grateful missionaries say that they uncover 
spiritual riches in the Word equally for simple 
converts or scholarly minds. aap Sere 
od: searching questions answered with Bible 
references to be looked up 
and written down. You are 
sure of a blessing even from 
a few minutes reading. 
KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 
Individuals or groups will find 
the Bible meaning more, giv- 
ing more and uplifting more by 
means of these tly used 
and justly acclaimed Bible 
courses. Over 20 titles in the 
poe nee series. Begin with one 
of these— 

Junior Bible Work eccccccccccccc cee 
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V.B.S. COURSE 


@ True-to-the-Bible 
@ Simplified, Low Cost 


The brand-new Standard “Living With 
Jesus” V. B. S. course presents Jesus’ 
teaching and life in His day in vividly 
realistic and entertaining fashion—easy 
for youngsters to grasp these interesting 
lessons. The same theme is taught every 
age group, Nursery through Intermediate. 
Low in cost, this new 10-lesson course 
offers for each department, teacher’s 
manual (45¢ each), pupil’s workbook (10 
for $2.50), plus Director’s Manual (50c). 





Ask for a copy 
of FREE Guidebook 
describing this and 
other V. B. S. courses 
and materials.. 
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WHAT SHALL 1 DO... ? 
(Continued from page 21) 


Governor who decided to pardon the 
young man, and so, writing out the 
pardon, he put it in his pocket, and 
then, dressed in the garb of a clergy- 
man, he made his way to the prison. 

As he approached the death cell 
the young man sprang to the bars. 
“Get out of here,” he cried. “I don’t 
want to see you. I have had seven of 
your kind already. I had enough re- 
ligion at home.” “But,” said the Gov- 
ernor, “wait a moment young man, 
I have something for you. Let me talk 
to you.” “Listen,” exclaimed the 
young man, in anger, “if you don’t 
get out of here at once, I'll call the 
guard and have you put out.” “But 
young man,” exclaimed the Governor, 
“T have news for you, the very best. 
Won’t you let me tell you about it?” 
“You heard what I said,” responded 
the young man, “and if you don’t 
leave immediately, I'll call the war- 
den.” “Very well,” replied the Gov- 
ernor, and with a sad heart he turned 
away and left. 

In a few moments the warden ap- 
proached. “Well, young man,” he 
said, “I see you have had a visit from 
the Governor.” “What!” cried the 
young man, “was that man dressed 
in the garb of a clergyman the Gov- 
ernor?” “He was,” replied the war- 
den, “and he had a pardon in his 
pocket for you, but you wouldn’t even 
listen to him.” That young man was 
executed because he would not ac- 
cept the Governor’s parddén: 

If you are lost, it will not be because 
of your sins, it will be because you 
will not accept the pardon that God 
offers you through His Son. 

But do you still insist that God is 
unjust, that He has no right to con- 
demn you for refusing to accept Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour? 

Suppose you have an enemy. Every 
injury that lay in his power he has 
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done you. He hates the sight of you, 
and curses the ground you walk on. 
Through him your home has been 
broken up and your family life ruined. 
Every cherished ambition he has 
sought to blight and spoil. 

But there comes a day when he is 
hungry, starving to death. You hear 
of it, and in the kindness of your 
heart you search him out and per- 
suade him to come to your home. 
Every wrong he ever did you is in- 
stantly forgiven. You hold them 
against him no longer. Food is 
brought and placed before him, abun- 
dance of it, and he is urged to eat. 
But all the urging and coaxing, all 
the invitations and entreaties, go un- 
heeded. By the side of the table 
loaded with life-giving food he sits, 
but never raises a hand to take. 
Finally, he sinks down and expires 
at your feet, right in the presence of 
that which would have saved his life, 
had he but taken it. 

Now tell me, why did he die? How 
account for his death? What more 
could have been done? Nothing! He 
died because he would not live. Life 
was within his reach, but he chose 
death. Yea, more, he was urged to 
take and eat, but he would not. 
Hence, he died. And how could it 
have been otherwise? If a man is 
poisoned and will not take the only 
antidote that can counteract the poi- 
sen, he must die. Why? Because he 
is poisoned? No! Because he will not 
take the antidote, the remedy. 

Let me change Pilate’s question 
somewhat. Let me put it this way: 
“What shall I do without Jesus?” 
What are you going to do without 
Jesus in the hour of death? Have you 
ever been on the borderline? Have 
you ever come to the place where 
there was but a step between you and 
death? How did you feel? Were you 
willing to face your last enemy 


alone? I would not take all the mil- 
lions of this world and go through the 
valley of death without. Jesus Christ. 
When I step into those cold waters I 
want to know that Jesus Christ is 
holding my hand. 

What are you going to do without 
Jesus on the Judgment Day? Would 
you stand before God alone? I would 
not take earth’s millions and face God 
without an advocate. I want someone 
to stand by my side and.plead my 
case. 

What are you going to do without 
Jesus in eternity? One thousand 
years from today you will be some- 
where. Ah yes, but where? And that 
will only be the beginning. Are you 
able to face the countless ages of 
eternity without Jesus Christ? 

What will you do without Jesus in 
the hour of sorrow? Perhaps you are 
young. You have never been be- 
reaved. Rest assured that before many 
years have passed tragedy will strike. 
Do you think you can bear sorrow 
alone? 

The question now is “What will I 
do with Jesus?” One day the ques- 
tion will be “What will He do with 
me?” What Jesus Christ does with 
you then will depend upon what you 
do with Him now. 

A decision must be made. What 
shall I do? It is an individual deci- 
sion. No one can decide for you. You 
will have to decide for yourself. What 
shall I do then with Jesus? It does 
not matter very much what church 
you join or how you have been bap- 
tized, or whether or not you partake 
of the Lord’s Supper. All that matters 
first is your relationship to Jesus 
Christ. What are you going to do with 
Him? It is for you to decide, and I 
beg of you to decide now before it is 
forever too late. “Now is the accepted 
time, behold now is the day of sal- 
vation.” ENnpD 
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the Bible as “A woman slew 
him,” “Then shalt thou break 
the bottle,” and “Wherefore did 
Sarah laugh?” 

After stating his unusual text, 
Dr. Macartney paints a vividly 
realistic word picture of the 
characters and scenes that make 
up the context of the Bible 
phrase. Against such a back- 
ground, he stresses the necessity 
of living by the Ten Command- 
ments and the teachings of Jesus, 
and tells of the rewards of Chris- 
tian faith in this life and the life 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 19) 


others to stumble.” From the records 
of the early church it is clear that the 
love of the Christian community was 
often a major commendation of the 
Gospel. The absence of it, as most 
Christians are brought forcibly to 
realize, is a major cause of stumbling 
today. The first clear mark of the 
disastrous change appears in the 4th 
century when the pagan historian 
Ammianus commented on the reli- 
gious controversies of the Church. 
“The enmity of the Christians toward 
each other,” he remarked, “surpassed 
the fury of savage beasts against 
man.” The third possibility is to trans- 
late “in it,” rather than “in him.” 
The forms are the same. “In it” would 
refer to the light. “In the light there 
is no chance of stumbling;” again 
consonant with John 11:9, 10. Per- 
haps Psalm 119:165 was in the 
writer’s mind. The word skandalon 
represents the Hebrew metaphor of 
“a snare” (Jud. 2:3; 8:27) and is a 
late form of skandalethron which in 
classical Greek means the “bait- 
stick” in a trap. The hater, the love- 
less, in a word, is necessarily outside 
God’s plan, and “fair game” for the 
Evil One. 

He lives, and moves, says Verse 
Eleven, in darkness. The figure is that 
of Proverbs 4:18, 19. Hatred takes 
away all the spiritual insight, and to 
choose the darkness is to incur the 
final penalty of blindness. Like the 
pit pony, the mole, and the fish of 
Kentucky’s Mammoth Cave, the 
dwellers in darkness lose the faculty 
of appreciating the light. Unused 
powers atrophy. New Zealand’s kiwi 
has the rudiments of wings, but never 
flies. Life in a forest which knows no 
wild animals or reptiles, and the 
abundant food of a land which was 
inhabited only by birds, took away 
the need for flight. The unused power 
died. So with the mind, the heart, the 
spirit. Never love, and the capacity 
to love is lost. But worse than the 
loss of sight or flight is the loss of the 
ability to see spiritually. To lose the 
light in that sense is to lose the vision 
of God, and no deeper or more tragic 
disaster can befall the soul of man. 
How solemn and awful is the warn- 
ing. When we allow hate to creep in, 
we drink deep of poison, a poison 
which blinds and kills. 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 18) 

FOR HIS DREAMS, AND FOR HIS WORDS 
(37:8) 119 
His dreams were from God and his 
words were his testimony about them. 
Whenever any man knows that God 
has spoken and tells others about it 
there will surely be the stirring up of 
hatred. Those who have been chosen 
by God have been chosen and placed 
in this world as witnesses. The man 
who is a witness testifies to that which 
he has seen and heard. The Greek 
word for witness has given us our 
English word “martyr.” In other 
words, when a man truly witnessed 
for Christ he was killed for what he 
said and the word changed its mean- 
ing to accommodate the new fact. We 
do not testify to a dream, but to a 
revelation—the revelation of God in 
Christ, reconciling the world to Him- 
self and not imputing to them their 
trespasses (2 Cor. 5:19). And if our 
testimony is straight and to the point 
it will incite the hatred of the world. 
Lord, may we see and then tell. 

THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THE ELEVEN 
STARS (37:9) April 20 
The new revelation—for the dream 
was a revelation from God—added 
insult to injury. For in addition to the 
bowing down of the brothers which 
had been prophesied in the first 
dream, the bowing down of his father 
and of Leah who had taken his 
mother’s place was prophesied also. 
Joseph was about to pass through 
great tribulations and the memory of 
these divine certainties, revealed to 
him in these dreams, would sustain 
him when the skies were black. These 
dreams were a pageant, announcing 
the fact that the divine Joseph, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, rejected of his 
brethren, will return one day and 
those who pierced Him will mourn 
because of Him, and shall bow down 
before Him when He is ruling. What 
a proof of inspiration to find these 
dreams here, and what an illustration 

of the divine unity of the Scripture. 
Lord, we thank Thee for 
the wonders of Thy Word. 
HIS FATHER OBSERVED THE SAYING (37:11) 
April 21 
Though Jacob’s brothers envied 
him, yet his father observed the say- 
ing. Like Mary, who pondered these 
things in her heart (Lk. 2:19), the 
old man who knew some of the ways 
of God was willing to lay the matter 
up as something that might be a di- 
vine matter. We can be sure that the 
rebuke was a mere formality, for 
there is every evidence that the love 
of Jacob for Joseph was increasing all 
the time. It is a great thing to have 
trust when you cannot have full 
knowledge. Jacob was displaying 
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spiritual discernment here. There are 
many times in life when we must 
accept spiritual things on faith, not 
understanding them, but believing 
them and waiting for the explanation 
in God’s own time. Christ said to His 
disciples, “What I do thou knowest 
not now; but thou shalt know here- 
after” (John 13:7). 
Lord, when we do not know, 
may we trust. 


JOSEPH ... SAID... HERE (37:13) 
April 22 
The answer to his father’s command 
was a single sharp word of obedience. 
The words “am I” are added to the 
Hebrew to fill out the thought. Per- 
haps it would not be far from the 
thought if we paraphrased it, “Joseph 
I am going to send you to your 
brothers.” And Joseph answered, 
“Present.” It should be noted that 
the dream in which it had been an- 
nounced that his father should bow 
down before him had not. given him 
any airs. He was not presuming to 
run ahead of God and demand some- 
thing that was not in God’s time and 
place. A man of another temperament 
might well have become pompous and 
vain, but Joseph is seen in complete 
humility. This is a mark of true great- 
ness: God knew that He could trust 
Joseph with the dreams of future 
power, and gave him the grace to go 
with it. 
Lord, give us the obedience of humility. 


JOSEPH WENT AFTER HIS BRETHREN (37:17) 
April 23 

Again we see a type of the Lord 
Jesus. “He came unto His own...” 
(John 1:12). It was in obedience to 
his father’s wish that Joseph had 
started on this journey to seek his 
brethren, as it was in obedience to 
His Father’s will that the Lord Jesus 
Christ left the glories of Heaven to 
come down to His brethren. He said, 
when He came into the world, “Lo, I 
come (in the volume of the book it is 
written of me), to do thy will, O 
God” (Heb. 10:7). Joseph did not 
know what was awaiting him, but the 
Lord Jesus had full knowledge of all 
that would come to pass, even unto 
His death. We are thankful to see 
Joseph going forth in ignorance in 
obedience to an earthly father. How 
much more grateful should we be to 
see the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world (1 Pet. 1:20) come 
forth to certain suffering and death. 
Lord, we thank Thee for 

the will of our Saviour. 


WHEN THEY SAW HIM AFAR OFF (37:18) 
April 24 


The hatred against Joseph had been 
smoldering for a long time, even as 
man’s enmity against God had come 
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from the beginning. As soon as sin 
entered the world man ran away from 
God and hid himself (Gen. 3:9). “The 
carnal mind is enmity against God” 
(Rom. 8:7), and the enmity has been 
manifested from the very beginning 
and will be manifested to the very 
end. We see man’s hatred of Christ 
when Cain killed Abel. We see man’s 
hatred of Christ when Enoch’s cou- 
sins in the family of Lamech mani- 
fested their ungodliness which so 
vexed the soul of this righteous 
preacher of truth, We see man’s 
hatred of God in Ishmael’s animosity 
against Isaac, and in Esau’s hatred of 
Jacob. Now, in this pageant we see 
Joseph’s own brethren hating Him. 
It will be the same story down to the 
end when the inhabitants of the world 
swarm out against the holy city (Rev. 


20:9). 
) Lord, we thank Thee for 
deliverance from hatred. 


EVEN BEFORE HE CAME NEAR UNTO THEM 
(37:18) April 25 

Thus it was with the Lord Jesus. 
He described it in the parable of the 
murderous tenants. The master of the 
vineyard sent his servants to secure 


‘his rents and the tenants seized the 


servants, and beat them. Last of all 
he sent his son, saying, They will re- 
ceive my son. But the tenants when 
they saw him, said, This is the heir; 
let us kill him that we may seize upon 
the inheritance. And again the Lord 
Jesus said, “O Jerusalem! Thou that 
killest the prophets and stonest them 
that are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens . .. and ye would not!” (Mt. 
23:37). Man’s hatred of God, and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is one of the 
strangest, but one of the most evident 
facts of history. We can see in it how 
far the fall took man away from God, 
and how terrible the inner nature of 
the Adamic heart really is. 
Lord, give us a horror of the pit 
from which we have been digged. 


WE SHALL SEE WHAT SHALL BECOME OF 
HIS DREAMS (37:20) April 26 

Man always thinks that he can out- 
wit God. With a leaf he will remove 
the mountains and with a slingshot 
he will bring down the sun. Truly 
God knows the thoughts of man and 
they are vanity (Psa. 94:11). God has 
said “No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper” (Isa. 
54:17). This shows us that the child 
of unbelief is folly, for when men will 
not bow before the plan of God they 
are given over to their own devices 
and they deceive themselves into 
thinking that they can outwit God 
and bring His plans to naught threugh 
their own ways. Thus the agnestic 
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laughs at the Word of God. Thus there 
are men who walk according to their 
own lusts, saying, “Where is the 
promise of His coming? For since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue ...” (2 Pet. 3:4). Thus it is that 
men who are going to Hell laugh at 
the possibility of there being a Hell. 
Truly, “Fools make a mock of sin” 
(Prov. 14:9). 

Lord, give us the common sense of faith. 


REUBEN HEARD ... SAID ... RENT HIS 
CLOTHES (37:21, 22, 29) April 27 
The intervention of Reuben is most 
interesting in view of the fact that it 
was he who had been superseded by 
Joseph in the birthright. But there 
seems to have been a good streak of 
tenderness in him, and his magnanim- 
ity and generosity are evident. It 
was his intervention which kept his 
blood-thirsty brothers from murder- 
ing Joseph. “He delivered him out of 
their hands,” would seem to indicate 
that he exercised some force, taking 
Joseph from them, exercising his right 
and power as the oldest brother and 
standing between them and their vic- 
tim. And when, after an absence, he 
found the child gone from the pit he 
was touched to the heart and truly 
mourned. How happy we are that it 
is God who assesses our position be- 
fore Him. Reuben lost his birthright 
because of sin, but he retained his 
place as a child of God and proved 
that there was life in him. 
Lord, bring out the good Thou 
has planted in Thine own. 


THEY SAT DOWN TO EAT BREAD (37:25) 
April 28 


A child of God, out of the will of 
God, can be very hard. These brothers 
were able to sit down to eat while 
their brother was in a pit beside them. 
It was the same type of hardness that 
made it possible for Jonah to go down 
into the ship and go fast asleep when 
there was a storm so great that ex- 
perienced mariners were frightened 
to the extreme. It was not the sleep of 
the just, but the sleep of the calloused. 
So it was here with Joseph’s brethren. 
An old Puritan, Thomas Fuller, wrote 
of Joseph’s brethren, “With what 
heart could they say grace, either 
before or after meat?” When the con- 
science is seared as with a hot iron 
(1 Tim. 4:2) it is a sad day for the 
child of God. 

Lord, make us tender toward 
misery that we may right it. 


THEY SAT DOWN TO EAT BREAD (37:25) 
April 29 
I have repeated the Scripture of the 
previous meditation because it is im- 
possible for me to state in the text- 
line that I really wish to talk about 
something in the white spaces be- 
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tween the lines. While the brothers 
were eating, Joseph was in the pit, in 
anguish, and crying piteously. It is 
not written down in the narrative, but 
in chapter forty-two, when the 
brothers are in sore trouble in Egypt, 
they say, “We saw the anguish of his 
soul, when he besought us, and we 
would not hear” (42:21). A physicist 
could compute the exact fraction of a 
second that it would take for the cry 
of Joseph, traveling at the known 
speed of sound to go twenty-five 
yards from the lips of the boy in the 
pit to the eardrums of the brothers at 
the table. But it took twenty years for 
that cry to go from their eardrums to 
their hearts. If you will keep very still, 
perhaps God will make you hear some 
cry that you have been avoiding for 
years, and you can right your wrong 
and come to peace. 

Lord, makes us sensitive to hear. 


THEY SAT DOWN TO EAT BREAD (37:25) 
April 30 
Again I repeat the text, but I am 
still in the white space hearing 
Joseph’s piteous cries. Perhaps I stop 
here because I think of a cry that 
reached my ears and stopped there, 
and did not get down into my heart 
until it was far too late to do anything 
about it. If you will stop to think of 
the saddest moment of your life it 
will very probably be a moment when 
you heard some cry that had been 
stopped in the porches of your ears, 
and had echoed and reechoed there 
until the sad, sad moment when it 
finally came through to your heart. 
Let me plead with you not to sit down 
to eat with some Joseph of your life 
crying, crying because you have been 
unyielding and hard. Before it is too 
late, listen, listen, and make things 
right. All the flowers of the world 
heaped upon a grave cannot take the 
place of a few words of repentance 
and making things right while love 
is alive. 
Lord, if we have ears, may we hear. 


THE MEASURE OF LOVE 
(Continued from page 15) 

In His sacrificial atonement for sin, 
Jesus bore the cross alone; yet the 
cross was His parting gift to His own. 
On the eve of His departure, He said: 
“If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me” (Lk. 
9:23). This is a plain statement, yet 
He made it even more forceful when 
He said in another place: “Whosoever 
doth not bear his cross and come after 
me, cannot be my disciple” (Lk. 
14:27). The reborn believer who takes 
up his cross and follows Christ, goes 
with Him to Calvary; “Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him 
that the body of sin might be de- 
stroyed. .. . Now if we be dead with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also 
live with him. . . . Likewise reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord” (Rom. 6:6- 
11). To the believer the glory of the 
cross is “that I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his suffering, being 
made conformable unto his death” 
(Phil. 3:10). He exclaims with Paul: 
“God forbid that I should glory save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified to me 
and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). 

The paradox of the cross is that 
Jesus approached Calvary with joy: 
“These things have I spoken unto you 
that my joy might remain in you and 
that your joy might be full” (John 
15:11). The joy of the believer in 
sharing the cross of Christ was de- 
scribed by Paul, “who now rejoice in 
my sufferings for you, and fill up that 
which is behind in the afflictions of 
Christ” (Col. 1:24). In the sermon 
on the mount, Jesus spoke of the joy 
of those who shared His cross: 
“Blessed are ye when men shall revile 
you and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely 
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for my sake. Rejoice and be exceed- 
ing glad, for so persecuted they the 
prophets that were before you.” The 
early disciples who were beaten for 
their testimony, “departed from the 
presence of the council rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for his name” (Acts 5:41). 
Because the measure of love is sacri- 
fice, the cross-bearing life is a joyful 
life: “as sorrowful yet always rejoic- 
ing; as poor yet making many rich; 
as having nothing and yet possessing 
all things” (2 Cor. 6:10). 

To deny self is not some act of self 
denial. It goes far deeper: it is that 
identity with Christ which can say 
with Paul: “I am crucified “with 
Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). 
To those who are one with Christ, 
Jesus said: “As the Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you.” The plan 
for their lives that He gave them was 
simple: “Follow me and I will make 
you fishers of men.” And in simple 
faith they left all—business, home, 
family—to follow Him. There have 
been many through the ages, and 
there are many today, who have left 
all to follow in the footsteps of the 
homeless Christ into the “regions be- 
yond” in obedience to His command: 
“Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” Their 
commission is not from men but from 
God, and like Paul they say: “Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ 
as though God did beseech you by us. 
We pray you, in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God.” 

Wherever there are unsaved people 
(and the world is full of them) there 
is desperate need for fishers of men. 
John the Baptist was a master fisher- 
man. As he walked with two of his 
disciples he pointed them to Jesus, 
saying; “Behold the Lamb of God”; 
and they left John and followed Jesus 
(John 1:35-37). John preached Jesus. 
His sermon was short; “Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world” (John 1:29). He did 
not resent his followers leaving him; 
he rejoiced that they followed Christ. 
Having led them to Jesus he could 
say, “He must increase but I must 
decrease.” Yet it was John of whom 
Jesus said: “Among them that are 
born of women there hath not arisen 
a greater than John the Baptist” 
(Mt. 11:11). Christ wants not cross- 
wearers but cross-sharers. To the 
believer who knows the measure of 
Christ’s love, the Spirit speaks ex- 
pressly by the hand of Paul: “I be- 
seech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, which is your reason- 
able service” (Rom. 12:1). Enp 
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HUMILITY 
(Continued from page 11) 


perseverance will quickly become a 
source of pride, and we shall forget 
that if we are kept faithful it is only 
because of the grace of God. As for 
faith without humility—there is noth- 
ing more hurtful to the true cause of 
God than the arrogance of those who 
profess to walk by faith, and who 
imply that the receipt of a regular 
salary or stipend is a sinful act, and 
that only their particular variety of 
Christian experience is valid. 


We could, in fact, go through the 
entire list, and show how humility— 
before God and man—is the basic 
virtue. Lack of humility was the cor- 
rupting force in Pharisaic religion; 
lack of humility has been the cause 
of schisms and splits without number 
in the Christian Church; lack of hu- 
mility has been the cause of the 
downfall of many a_ swell-headed 
young convert, who, perhaps because 
of inadvisable publicity, has come to 
imagine that he has bestowed a favor 
on God by condescending to be con- 
verted, and that without his help the 
Lord would have some difficulty in 
running His world! 


“Be clothed with humility”; and be 
prepared to learn humility in the hard 
school of adversity and misunder- 
standing. Remember that he whose 
faith was commended above all others 
by the Saviour declared the inner 
spirit of his faith thus—“I also am a 
man under authority .. .’” Remember 
also that Jesus Christ plainly said— 
“The first shall be last, and the last 
first. ae 
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THE PULL OF THE FLESH 
(Continued from page 10) 

In my opinion this is over-simpli- 
fication. And a failure to see the inner 
reality of all that this passage teaches. 
The struggle between the flesh and 
the spirit is not the difference be- 
tween sinking in a morass and stand- 
ing on a rocky shore; it is the differ- 
ence between sinking into the sea of 
Galilee, as Peter did, or walking on 
the water by the continuing miracu- 
lous intervention of the power of the 
risen Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is further brought out by a 
truth that is set forth in Galatians, 
but which is hidden in our transla- 
tion. A moment ago I quoted the 
verse, “The flesh lusteth against the 
spirit and the spirit against the flesh, 
and these are contrary the one to the 
other, so that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would.” The casual reader 
might think that the verse was teach- 
ing that the presence of .the flesh 
made it impossible for the spirit to 
live a life of triumph. I believe, how- 
ever, that there is a much greater 
truth hidden here. The RSV corrects 
a part of the translation, making it 
read, rightly, “for these are opposed 
to each other, to prevent you from 
doing what ye would.” The King 
James Version would convey the 
thought that the force of the flesh is 
so great that the believer cannot do 
the things that the spirit would do. 


The revision approximates much 
more closely the force of the original 
Greek that the power of the new 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus is great 
in order that ye may not do the 
things that your flesh wants to do. It 
is the statement of the principle of 
victory and not the statement of the 
principle of defeat. 

The Christian is called upon to live 
a supernatural life but the power to 
live that supernatural life has been 
given to him. The statement, “I am 
carnal,” is the announcement by Paul 
of the downward pull of the Adamic 
nature that is within every believer. 
This precedes the description of the 
threshing movements of the man who 
is sinking, which in turn precedes the 
description of the triumph of the 
sinking man who is lifted and allowed 
to walk serenely on the surface of the 
water. 

The statement, “I am carnal,” is 
the declaration of the continuing 
death that is within every believer. 
There can be no triumph unless there 
is the clear recognition of the alive- 
ness of that old fleshly nature. It is 
that recognition that should cause 
every fiber of the new being to be 
alert to face the potential carnality in 
order that it may be delivered over 
to the death which is its proper sen- 
tence. The attitude is that which I 
saw in some missionary friends under 
very peculiar circumstances. 
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with you to visit some of the mission- 
ary establishments in Alaska. He will 
see that you receive spiritual as well as 
physical réfreshment. 


All reservations and tickets will be 
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I was traveling in southeastern 
Asia in the middle of what we would 
call winter. Early in January I 
reached a certain town and, after hav- 
ing seen some of the mission works 
there I was taken to the home of cer- 
tain missionary friends where I had 
lunch. The thermometer stood over 
a hundred, and it is the custom to 
sleep for an hour or so in the early 
afternoon, during the period of great- 
est heat. The friends took me into 
their guest room and apologized for 
the presence of a large packing case 
that was filled with paper boxes and 
Christmas package wrappings. They 
said that the case had arrived from 
America with all of the presents for 
themselves and their children, and 
that it had come several days late. 
They had opened the presents and 
had put all of the boxes and wrap- 
pings and ribbons in the case to sort 
out later. 

I went to sleep in the room but 
was awakened by the noise of rust- 
ling. There was something in the 
packing case that was stirring the 
papers that were in it. I dozed off and 
after a while I was awakened again 
by the loud rustling of the papers. 
Siesta time was over and I went out 
into the main room of the house and 
told them of the noise in the packing 
case. Instantly the whole atmosphere 
was vividly tense. There was a quick 
call for the servants who came run- 
ning to the door and who stood look- 
ing at the box with wary eyes. The 
talk between missionaries and ser- 
vants had lapsed into the native lan- 
guage which I did not understand, 
but the air of excitement needed no 
translation. A rake was hooked over 
the top of the case and it was pulled 
into the living room and then to the 
door and out onto the porch. It was 
then lowered, still being pulled from 
a distance, to the ground level of the 
yard. By this time there were a dozen 
servants who had come running from 
neighboring houses. Each one was 
possessed of a club, an axe, or a hoe. 
Finally, in the midst of the greatest 
excitement the case was turned on its 
side and out slithered a cobra about 
seven feet long. It was quickly club- 
bed to death while the servants care- 
fully prodded the remaining litter to 
see if the deadly serpent had a mate. 

The excitement among the natives 
continued unabated for more than an 
hour. They rummaged every part of 
the room, including the bed clothes 
of the bed on which I had just been 
sleeping, and looked for holes through 
which the snake might have come, 
and for evidences that it might have 
been accompanied by a mate. The 
missionaries served tea but the con- 
versation was all about snakes, and 
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I was told that I could add this ex- 


- perience to the many others I had 


shared with missionaries the world 
over, to give me a full. picture of the 
life which some of them lead. 

The point that I underline from this 
story is the tense attitude of aware- 
ness of danger that pervaded every 
man, woman, and child in the group, 
both missionaries and natives. They 
knew that something alive and very 
dangerous was there and they did not 
lower their guard for the fraction of 
a second. No politeness toward a guest 
was allowed to turn their attention 
from the peril. There was no thought 
of postponement of dealing with the 
danger that was there. They knew 
that there was death in the case and 
that it had to be dealt with imme- 
diately. 

Can I quote this verse from Paul’s 
lips and convey this same attitude of 
peril, of danger, of death? “I am car- 
nal, sold under sin.” It is said with a 
hint of desperation. It is the sounding 
of the tocsin, the ringing of the alarm. 

But here is another word that is 
used to describe the believer in Christ 
which must be put into the record at 
this point. Paul uses this word “car- 
nal” in another epistle to describe a 
low state of Christian living as op- 
posed to a higher state of living. He 
opposes the carnal Christian to the 
spiritual believer. At the end of the 
second chapter of first Corinthians and 
the beginning of the following chapter 
we have the divisions summarized. 
The soulish man does not receive the 
things of the Spirit, nor can he under- 
stand them, because they are spirit- 
ually discerned. The spiritual man 
discerns all things, though he, himself, 
is discerned of no man. But, says 
Paul to the Corinthians, I could not 
address you as spiritual men but as 
fleshly men, carnal men, babes in 
Christ. It must be noted that they are 
called “brethren,” and that they are 
said to be “in Christ.” Beyond ques- 
tion they were regenerate, for if any 
man be in Christ he is a new creation 
(2 Cor. 5:17), even though he is no 
more than a babe in Christ. Paul 
points out that they had in them traits 
that were being exhibited in such a 
way that their lives were like the 
lives of unsaved men. This coincides 
with the teaching of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that some of His wheat looked 
so much like tares that even apostles 
could not tell the difference between 
the two (Mt. 13:28, 29). 

“But,” says someone, “Paul calls 
himself carnal; was he not a spiritual 
man?” There have been commenta- 
tors who have tried to protect Paul 
by saying that he was talking about 
an early phase of his life when he was 


carnal, but that now he was spiritual, 
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Every Sunday Dr. Barnhouse rings out the vital theme “He 
lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today.” Without the resurrection 
hope—and Christ Himself as the first fruits—there could be no 
help for the helpless, no one ever living to make intercession for us. 


Pray for Dr. Barnhouse and help him bring this light of 
life into many darkened hearts and downcast homes. Encourage 
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until they catch some of your enthusiasm. You might help save a 
soul, you might stop a backslider—and you certainly will receive a 
blessing in your own heart. 
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and show John ... 


“The blind see, the lame walk, the 
Sicchel t> de pear ae ae & 
are raised, to poor is 
preached.” : 


This was the proof the Lord Jesus 
Christ gave in answer to John the 
tist’s query, “Art thou he that should 


come?” 


Christian organizations are often 
asked whether they are doing the work 
of the Lord. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
says: 


We cannot make the lame walk as 
did our Lord, but we recently provided 
an artificial limb for a young believer 
in Israel. 

We cannot cleanse lepers or raise 
the dead — but we bring to them new 
life and cleansing through the blood 

of the cross. And following our Lord’s 
example, we do not overlook material 
needs. Our missionaries and repre- 
sentatives distribute food, clothing 
and medical care to suffering and 
needy Jewish people. 
Today we have more than 20 


full time missionaries—in Israel, 
Europe and the United States. 
Make THE FRIENDS OF 
ISRAEL your channel of 
Christian love and witness 
to the Jewish people. 
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General Secretary, Rev. Victor Buksbazen 
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looking back over his past and describ- 
ing it aS 1. Was trom the vantage point 
or his spiritual triumph. But in our 
text he uses the present tense, “1 am 
carnal.” He does not say, “1 was car- 
nal.” 1 believe that the answer is to 
be tound in the way a truly spiritual 
man must look at himself and his life, 
no matter what the stage of his devel- 
opment. I know that [, personally, 
would like to say that I am a spirituai 
man, but I know enough about the 
sipie, and about myself in the ligh¢ 
ot the Bible to turn away from any 
such verdict about myself. I can see 
some signs of growth within myself, 
and I know that in some fields where 
I once knew defeat I now know vic- 
tory. But I discover a law within my 
members that when I wish to do good, 
evil is still present with me. I have 
discovered the principle of victory 
and triumph in Christ, as I believe 
that Paul had discovered it. But I 
would never dare to call myself spir- 
itual, even as there is no record in 
the New Testament that Paul called 
himself spiritual. He calls other men 
spiritual, but he will not use the term 
for himself. He says, “He that is spir- 
itual discerneth all things,” (1 Cor. 
2:15), but he will go on to say that 
he will judge nothing before the time; 
he will not even judge himself (1 Cor. 
4:3-5). He also addresses some of the 
believers in the Galatian church as 
being spiritual. He writes, “Brethren, 
if a man be overtaken in a fault, you 
who are spiritual should restore him 
in a spirit of gentleness” (Gal. 6:1). 

It is evident, then, that the state of 
being a carnal believer is one that can 
be left for the state of being a spiritual 
believer. It is possible to be delivered 
from the carnal state; but it would 
appear that only a carnal man would 
call himself spiritual. A carnal man 
could be honest enough to call him- 
self carnal; he could be hypocritical 
enough or ignorant enough to call 
himself spiritual. A spiritual man 
could know himself so well that he 
would call himself carnal, while it 


would appear that he would not dare 
eall himself spiritual. It is in this light 
that I believe Paul calls himself car- 
nal, while we, looking at him, would 
call him spiritual. 

Perhaps the best state of mind for 
any Christian to hold is the awareness 
of those who know that there is a 
poisonous serpent in the packing case, 
and, aware of the danger and peril 
that exist because of its presence, to 
say, with Paul, “Not that I have al- 
ready obtained this or am already 
perfect; but I press on to make it my 
own, because Christ Jesus has made 
me his own. Brethren, I count not 
myself to have arrived; but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto-those things which lie ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize 
of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 3:12-14). Enp 





THE SECRET OF FRUITFULNESS 
(Continued from page 8) 

winds stripped its leaves and twigs. 
Bit by bit it fell away. Over the seven 
years I have known my kauri I have 
seen the healing of the scar. The blood 
still flows, but little by little the bark 
is returning. In 50 years’ time there 
will be nothing more than a clean 
groove in the trunk, and then that 
will fill. But 2000 years hence, if the 
tree is cut down, the mark of the en- 
counter will be seen in the rings. 

Do you see the application? Once 
your life and Christ’s met. You were 
sealed together by the blood of the 
cross. Then He began to absorb all 
that which was you. You grew into 
Him. If the blessed process can but 
continue, the old man will die, and 
you will be found in Him, complete, 
His life yours. And forever the marks 
of the cross will be seen in Him. The 
illustration falls short in one particu- 
lar. Unlike the manuka you can resist 
the One who has laid hold of you. 
Resistance brings no blessing. He is 
the vine, we are the branches. ENp 
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“This kind of book ap- 
pears only once in a 
generation and has the 
quality to remain of 
value for generations to 


come.”’ 
ETERNITY Book Review 


A chorus of praise has 
greeted these remark- 
able volumes by Erich 
Saver: 


“I can say without the slightest 
exaggeration that here are two 
volumes every serious Bible stu- 
dent will want to possess, to read, 
to re-read, to use, and to pass 
on to others. They belong on 
every Bible student’s five-foot 
shelf. If you are going to buy 
only two books this season, let it 
be these volumes.”—Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith 

“For Bible readers who feel 
their helplessness as regards the 
Old Testament, The Dawn of 
World Redemption will be like 
a revelation. The book is a mine 
of knowledge for preachers, lec- 
turers, and all students of Scrip- 
ture.”—Dr. O. Hallesby 

“Nowhere else, as far as this 
reviewer knows, can one find such 
a panoramic statement of the 
Christian revelation." —The Sun- 
day School Times 
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